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TO HIS 


HONOURED 
AND 


V'Vorthy Friend 
M- $S. B. 


Concerning the former Edition. 


STIR, 


| Cannot anſwer your Inquiry, . 
till T have not only commend- 
ed but encouraged your chari- 
ty to your Countrymen of the Ro- 
man Communion; it being an ex- 
2llent piety to endeavour to re- 
-\ce them into the right way, who 

\ A2 are 


—— — 
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are ſo confident in the wrong. The 
zeal of moſt men expreſleth it ſelf 
by fury and clamour againſt Diſ- 
ſenters, whilſt -you ſhew your e- 
{teem for the rational principles of 
the Church of Ezelard by your di- 
Iigence to propagate them, and 
your deſires to reconcile its mifin- 
tormed Adverſaries- to them. It is 
one of the great properties of Good- 
neſs to be communicative, and a 
copy of S. Paul's moſt obliging cha- 
rity, AF, 26. 29. to wiſh that all 
whom you converſe with, were as 
happy in the choice of their Faith, 


as youknow yourſelf to be : where- f 
fore that I may as well quicken your 
generous deſign, as invite ſome o- 1 
rherstoimitate ſo good an example, || © 
I will propound theſe few confide- | 
rations. 3. 


1. The relation 'in which the R 
Engliſh Romaniſts ſtand to us 


{ſhould excite our care ; for they 
are 
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are all Natives of the ſame Coun» 
try, Subjects of the fame Govern- 


Cc 
7] ment, and are called by the ſame 
T general name of Chriſtians : many 
of | of them our kind Neighbours, fa- 
;. | miliar Acquaintance, Or near Kin- 
4 dred, and ſome of them (where 
n. | *heir Prejudice doth not blind 
i, || them) perſons of great reaſon, and 
4. | fo good inclinations, that they 
| a | are not made vicious by the evil 
1. | liberties which their principles do 
all | allow : and ſhall we for want of 
a« | affection or courage ſuffer them 
| to be kept in ignorance and im- 
re. | poſed on at preſent, and to be led 
ur | Plindfold in ſuch a way as will ex- 
0. | freamly hazard the Salvation of 
Je, | heir precious Souls hereafter ? It 
Je. | 41 the relations they bear to us do 
© Þ poſleſs us with any real affeqtion 

for them, we cannot but do our 
the | 2xmolt to undecerve them. The 

frauds indeed of the Guides: of 


that Church are daily more and 
more 


A 3 
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more laid open, but for want of 
ſuch a charity as yours 1s, they 
who are chiefly concerned, ſeldom 
come to the knowledge of them: 
I am fure thoſe excellent pens 
which diſcoverd them , did not 
deſign we ſhould make their delu- | 
ſions the ſubject of our mirth, but |} 
the means to convert the Souls of | 
thoſe who are linked to us in ſo 

many bonds, that it 1s a ſhame we 

ſhould ſufier them to be ſo de- 


ceived. 


2. But we uſually excuſe our re- 
miſneſs, under the pretence that 
it 1s impoſſible to convert them : 
Had our Anceſtors fo eſteemed it, 
the World had wanted the bleſ- 
{ing of the Reformation : I grant 
tis difficult, becauſe of their rooted 
prejudice, and the policy of their 
Leaders, yet not impoſhble be- 
cauſe many have undertaken it, 


and prevailed. So that as Serece 
ſaith 
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faith in another caſe, it 7s not bes 
cauſe of the difficulty that we do not 
attempt it, but becauſe we do not at- 
tempt it, therefore it ſeems difficult, 
Ep. 104. The Philoſopher tells us, 
where there is no difficulty, there is 
20 opportunity to exerciſe either art 
or vertue : and if we were once 
willing to take ſome pains for ſo 
noble an end, it would much al- 
lay the trouble thereof, to conſider 
the advantages which it may bring 
not only to the party winch 1s the 
objx& of our charity, but to the 
Church, yea and to our own Souls 
alſo : for He that converteth a 1+ 
zer from the errour of his way, ſhall 
ſave a Soul from death, and ſhall 
bide a multitude of {ins, Jam. 5. 20. 
and they who turn many to riehte- 
onſneſs ſhall ſhine as the Stars for 
ever and ever, Dan. 12. 3. Nay 
moreover if ſuch Piousendeavours 
ſhould want ſuccels on Earth, they 

A4'-. {hall 
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ſkallnot fail of a reward in Heaven. 

3. And finally, if we conſider 
the unwearied induſtry of our Ad- 
verſaries in ſeducing, methinks it 
ſhould awaken our diligence, in 
{trengthning the weak, and redu- 
cing ſuch as are out of the way. It 
had been very ſtrange 1f the Apo- 
ſiles ſhould have been unwilling to 
travel for the propagation of the 
right faith, and the winning Souls 
to Heaven, when the Phariſees 
compalled Sea and Land to re- 
concile a Proſelyte to their parti- 
cular Se&; and yet alas tis too 
of.cn ſeen, that the children of this 
world are wiſer in their generation 
than the children of light, S: Luke 
16. 18, The Hermit Pambo acct 
dentally beholding a theatrick wo- 
man danceexquilitely before a looſe 
aſlembly at Alexandria, is ſaid to 
have wept abundantly, to conſider 
how much more pains ſhe took to 


did 


ſerve evil ends, than he himſelf 
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did to ſerve God. Had we as much 
r | tenderneſs asthat holy man, doubt- 
. | leſs we have as great occaſion for 
t our ſhame and ſorrow, when we 
n |} {ce others more active to advance 
i. || the Myſtery of Iniquity, than we 
Tt | are to promote the glory of God, 
»- | and the falvation of our brethrens 
.o || 1mmortal Souls. 
4 Theſe Conſiderations, worthy Sir, 
ils | 1 know have excited your chari- 
os || table reſolutions, and I hope will. 
e. | prevail with many others to en- 
+. | deavour the reformation of their 
o | deceived friends : wheretore that 
ps | 1 may anſwer yourdefires, and con- 
02 || tfbute my. poor athitance / to fo 
ke | pious andgenerous a delign, I have 
3. | {ent you the following papers , 
r0- | wherein the deluſions .of that par- 
ofe | ty are diſcovered as plainly, yet 
to | 3s modeſtly as may. be, that they 
der || Pay (ce ina little room how much- 
'to Þ If 1s their intereſt and-advantage 
oe mbrace the true Catholick Re= 
A 5 lIigion: 
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Iigion of the Engliſh Church. T 
know all theſe particulars have 
been more fully handled by bet- 
ter pens , but moſt of theſe whi- 
tings have been by way of diſpute, 
and intended rather to convince 
than perſwade. So that they may 
be very proper to give fuller fa- | 
tisfaction 1n any particularsdoubt- | 
ed of, when their great Prejudices | | 
are firſt a little removed : befides | « 
there are many through unavoid- | | 
able buſineſs, company,. or other |} 1 
divertiſements, who either have no | I 
lexfure or no inclination to read a || 1 
larger volume, bcing of Callima- |} 
ebuss mind, that A great book i5sa Þ a 
| great evil *, who yet | 
» Mia 61pak- may be prevailed MI [r 
ov wize. xarey With to ſpare one 
444 Atveeim. Your for ſo ſmall an 
abſtract as this. The 
Jewiſh Talmud tells us of a noble 
Heathen, who came to Rabbi Hz- 
tel, and offered to become a Pro- 
| ſelyte, 
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ſelyte, if he could teach him the 
whole Law at one leſſon, Tra&F. 
Sab. fol. 31. and if you meet with 
any of his mind, they may perhaps 
be gratified with this little Abridg- 
ment, wherein the miſtakes of the 
Roman Perſwaſton are 'put into 
as narrow a compals as they can 
well be reduced to; ſo that even 
thoſe who are yet reſolved to be 
of that Church may perhaps not 


| be unwilling toperufe 1t, that they 


may at one view ſee, what their 
Religion 1s charged with. And if 
it do not gain ſuch perſons, yet it 
will teach them to cenſure mildly, 
and to diflent from us with more 
moderation.: and as the volume 18 
[mall, and ſo may invite thoſe to 
ts peruſal who are delighted with 
brevity, fo the ſtyle is as. mild as 
the matter would allow, and: can 
give no juſt offence to any: the 
particulars are ſo-plain, and ſo 
fully proved more at large by. 6+ 
thers, 


_— 
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thers, that the Author reſolves 
not to diſpute, but in pure charity 
to adviſe the Romaniſts not to re- 
fiſt apparent truth and reaſon, ha- 
ving no worle intentions towards 
them than to ſet them into the 
beſt way to Heaven; and if any 
be angry at him or you for this, 
they are the greateſt enemies to 
themſelves, and more concerned 
tor their preſent Opinions, than for 
their everlaſting Salvation 3 bat 1t 
15 to be hoped the ſincerity» of your 
Intention to do good may ob- 
lige ſome kindly to accept this: 
Manual, at leaſt as a teſtimony of 
your love; to whom, if you have 
the hberty of diſcourſe, you ſhall 
do well to clear thoſe exceptions 
which Prejudice may ſuggeſt, and 
at leaſt to obtain from them a reſo- 
lution, 1mpartially to- enquire into 
the truth of that which they 10 
confidently do believe: and fure, 
it 1s infinite pity that perſons of 

excellent 
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excellent reaſon ſhould be fo much. 
enl(laved, as not to dare to ask the 
right way to bliſs of any, but thoſe 
who have an abſolute dominion o- 
ver them, nor once to go about 
to judge for themſelves in a caſe of 
ſo great Concernment. 

I would be loth to think fo 
hardly of their Superiours, as to 
ſuppoſe they mterdifted their Ad- 
herents from all converſe with ws ; 
for this were the exact parallel of 
the Muſcovian policy, where it is 
death for any to travel out of their 
own Kingdom without eſpecial 
licence, for fear they ſhould never 
endure their former bondage , 
when once (bel have ſeen the 
freedom of other Nations : and if 
once you can prevail ſo far , that 
they will impartially compare 
their own Opinions with ours, it 
15 probable they may become our 
friends. I ſhall add no more but 
to wiſh this Token may be as 
kindly 
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kindly accepted as it will be cha- 
ritably offered by you, and to 
aſlure you , you ſhall never want 
tus prayers for your ſucceſs, who 
Is, 


Str, 


Yours to ſerve you. 


—— 


TO HIS. 


Eſteemed Friend 
M- W. R. 


Concerning this preſent Edition; 


SIR 

OUR account of the ſpeedy 

Y diſperfing of Mis Little 

y Trad, enconrageth me to 

hope, it hath not only been 

acceptable to the World, but alſo bleſ- 

ſed by God to the reducing ſome from 

the | "pa Opinions,. and the eſta- 

bleſhing others in the Prote - 

Faiths And that it may- more effe- 

Gually ſroe to theſe deſirable m_ 
I have been content to obey. your Re- 


queſt, 


-— _— _— —_— ——_— 
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L! 
: | 
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queſt, in reviewing it in order to a- 


mother 1 mpreſſion, which ( You tell 


me) is now deſired. In which Re- 


view, 1 have refified the Method of 


the whole, and illuſtrated and ſtreng- 
thened every part, with the Additi- 
on of ſo many of the moſt convincing 
Inſtances and Authorities as could be 


put in without too much ſwelling the 


Bulk. I confeſs I did ſuppoſe the 
things to be ſo evident, and ſo plaip- 
ly proved in larger Diſcourſes, that 
T was not curious before, always to 
bring Proofs for my Aſſertions : But 
#ow your Letter acquaints me both 


that Jorff Romaniſts (who reſolve 


boldly to deny, what they cannot 0- 
therwiſe evade ) have queſtioned the 
Truth of ſome parts of this charge 3 
And alſo that thoſe fe rung whoſe 
Charity hath invited them to ſeck 
their Friends Converſpon, have de- 


fired 1. ſhould add my Anthors to con- 
firm theſe Alleeations + Therefore for 


the . full ſatisfattion of both ata 
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I have proved all the particulars by 
the Teſtimony of ſuch Authors whoſe 
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Evidenee is unqueſtionable, chuſing 
uſually the plain Confe eſſuons of Popes 
and Cardinals, or other approved 
Writers of the "Name Church, that 


ſo thoſe of that Party may believe 


theſe Matters from the mouth of 
thoſe whom they eiteenme their beit 
Friends, whech. they would ſuſpe@, 

if we related upon our own Credit, 

who they unjuſtly account their E- 
nemies ; _ 77 ii h their preſent 
Romiſh P _ ſhould deny thoſe 
things, which the moſt Eminent 
Writers of their own C ne, have for= 
merly ackrowledged, they are not to 
be doubted of upon that account, ſince 
the Confejfron of their former Writers 
againſt their own Party is better E- 
vidence, than the denial of the later 
can be for it for No man will lye 
(ſaith Tertullian) to his own dif- 
grace, but rather for his credit : 

And it is more fit to believe ſuch 
as 


' which T have for them obliges me to 
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as confeſs againſt themſelves, than I th) 
ſuch asdeny forthem- IJ [ic7 

: Tertul. 4pot. felves * So that none I dil 
p- Jte can juſtly doubt of | t0 
theſe Truths thus at-I 1©! 

teſted: And he that once believes I 1 
them, and yet retains the-Religion of Þ |y 
Rome, weſt be of a humor i fering in, 
from the reſt of Mankind, who can- | 3d 
not chuſe a known deluſion, nor de- | D\ 
light in ſitting under apparent abuſes, | 1 
T muſt expe the Admirers of that i if 
once famous Church will entertain theſe Þ t: 
Juſt and neceſſary Accuſations thereof Nl t: 
with ſome little heats of Pajſton 5 but | © 
T hope it will calm thoſe hajty motions I 
when they deliberately conſider, that i © 
fence F ſay no more than Truth I do bt 
20 injury to Rome, and the Charity 


fay ſo much. And why (ſaith the 
Philoſopher ) art thou diſpleafed at 
me, who have done no more than 
a Lookine-elaſs doth to: the defor- 
med, having only ſhewed thee = 
thy 
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thy ſelf as thou art ? Shall the Phy- 
m- i (cia7 be faid to reproach him whoſe 
el diſeaſe he diſcovers ,,._ . 
of | to him *? They will upp: -, 
it- | renrember I hope that 

es I havenndertakenthe office of aFriend- 
of | ly Counſellor, whoſe duty (accord- 
vs | ing to the Gracian Sage) is, Not to 
7» © adviſe that which is moſt pleaſing, 
= B but that which 1s _ EEE 

s; molt profitable c And in ry. Engng 
it if in compliance with 

ſe | this Rule 1 ſhall ſomewhat diſpleaſe 
of i them to their Advantage, IT ſhall not 
it i only obtain a Pardon, but merit their 
s i Thanks alſo in the end: However, I 
ack no more, than that laying aſide 
their Prejudices, they will put on ſo 
much affetion to their own real in- 
tereſt as to weigh the Reaſons and Ar- 
guments upon which my Advice 7s 
grounded, and if they be convincing 
and perſwaſrve, I deſire them not to 
reſiſt their own Freedom, nor deſpiſe 
tim that ſincerely ſecks their good 5; 


but 


— 
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but if theyabſolntely reſolve the moſt ra- 
ons a Fo = oy ſhall o__ 
ſwade then to alter their old Opinzons, 
Tſhall pity and pray for them, but can 
uſe no other Methods in this caſe; for 
zt 35 Counſel and mot Command 
which I give, ſince men ſhould be rea- 


DS =. - Sz 


foned and not forced into a right 


Faith, and would God the Ronan 
Church had never obtruded her Opini- 
015 upon the world by any other means, 
but theſe gentle and rational perſwaſt- 
9 her Neighbours then would not 
had fo juſt cauſe to complain 
ber. 4 If gp ince Iwyite, A 


gou- and other zealous Proteitants 


' af by theſe fair Methoas, if onr en- 


avonrs for our Conntrynens Con- 
verſon be not maliciouſly miſconſtru- 
ed, they cannot be cenſured to tend - 
the harm o of any, but muſt be co feed 
_ at the preſent an Vat appi- 
neſs of all that we ſhall addreſs onr 
felves to in this Matter : And I hall 


rejoyce if my pains herein may attain 


theſe 
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theſe bleſſed ends, and let you parti 
cularly underſtand how gladly 1 
would encourage your Love to the 
"I Chrrch of England , and comply 
for WW with all your Bjous deſtres, ſince 1 

am, | 


vr, 


þ- Your affectionate 
of and 
faithful Friend, 


Friendly and Seaſonable 


ADVICE 


RW oo - 


R oman Catholicks 


EN GLAND. 
= The Js <2 


My Friends and Country-men, 
[ is obſerved by others, and com- 


plained of by your ſelves, That 
.E you lie under many inconyenen- 
ces, by reaſon of your ſtiff adhe- 
rence to thoſe Opinions which Rome _ 
c 
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Rehgion: the charges you are at to 
maintain a foreign Juriſdiction , and 
your want of the Communion of thoſe 
Chriſtians among whom yon live, the 
unealie Rites impoſed on you here, and 
the great. hazard of your Salvation here 
after, are gechoned by others tp be gyils 
appendagtto your profeſſing the Fagh 
of that Church. Burt if you your ſelves 
do not feel or not fear theſe things, and 
ſo account them no grievance, yet you 
are fetifible of 'other.prefſures,, and fre- 
quently complain, that your eſt ates are ob 
n0xious to the penalties of the Law, and 
your Perſons expoſed to the general hatred o 
the People. You tell us, you want 
Priviledges of other Subjefts, and lie under 
many burthens from which others are free: 
"In +-wre 
wvea, your deſigns ſuſpetted, and your Par- 
7 _ to be the cauſe of all Publickevils, 
ow far ſome of your own- Perſwaſion 
have contributed hereunto I ſhall not 
take upon me to judge ; eſteeming it a 
more .charitable employment to d co 
ſome” expedient to ſree you-from thi 
ſadeffefts, which you complain of, tht 
either to enquire after the cauſe of the 
Nations 
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Nations general Antipathy to your Reli- 
gion,or diſpute about the Occalion there- 
of: wherefore, whilſt ſame accuſe your 
praftices, and others deride your worſhip, 
{ have ſo much affeCtion for your Perſons 
(as my Countrymen) and ſo much cha- 
rity for your Souls ({ince you bear the 
name of Chrif#:an) as to preſent you 
with ſome uſeful Advice. *Tis true, the 
common apprehenſion concerning you - 
might almoſt diſcourage ſuch an At- 

tempt, it being generally believed, that 


a Roman Catholick's prejudice is like theirs 
in St. Auguiine, who (being deſcended of 
OY Anceſtors ) preferred their Ex- 


traltion beforethe Truth : and like the re- 
ſolution of Corea in Cicero, who ſays, 
That 10 diſcourſe of either learned or un- 
learned men, ſhould ever remove bim from 
the Opinion received from his Fore-fathers, 
concerning the worſhip. of 
the Immortal £ods *,: But, . 
I know many of you are 
maſters of: more reaſon than to ground 
your Faith upon ſo uncertain a Founda- 
tion: It is not thepart of wiſe men (laith 
a learned Father) zo be enſlaved to, a re- 
cuved Opinion, nor raſhly to give up them- 
: ſelves 


#'Cicer- de 14- 
tur. Deor. lib, 2. 
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ſelves to their Fathers cuftomes; but to 
endeavour to find ont the. 
* Theodorer. de T,,,þ, b A it is the 
curand, Greats af- , 
| Fett. Serm. 1. advice of the great A- 
If | poſtle, to prove all things, 
|'Y ard hold faſt that which u good, 1 Thef, 
! 5.21, becauſe it 1sa zeal without know- 
ledge, and a fooliſh obſtinacy to be con- 
fident of that which we never did cxa- 
mine, I can eaſily believe your Spiri- 
tual Guides will eſteem no fin more 
mortal,than to enquire into thoſe Princi- 
4" ples which you receive from them, and 
'f they will ſcarce allow you the liberty to © » 
peruſe a few lines preſented by ſo chari- WW n 
\F table a hand: But their Prohibitions ll al 
If || (methinks) ſhould make you more ſuſpi- WU y 
Ji cious and inquiſitive, and cauſe you to 
| 's reſolve to try that Coyn which ſhuns the 


SF, > *F 7 Ip — RU ET ue 


Touch-ſtone, knowing that Truth ſecks 


6 710 Corners, and that which is Real fears no 
[ Teft. The Church of —_— puts no 
{ 


i is ſhe unwilling to have her Doctrines 


| ſuch Reſtraints upop her adherents, nor I ad 
a 
tried by Scripture and the beſt Antiqur--W m: 


ty; becavfe ſhe finds thoſe are her beſt 
Sons that have enquired moſt narrowly; 
Evil needs a mark, and a diſguiſe ( m_— 

, DIAavVe 
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brave Aveſilaws) but Light makes true 
goodneſs to be more illuſtrious ana more 
he MW lovely. Anda greater than he faith, E- 
A- I very one that doth evil bateth the light, ner- 
os, WM ther cometh tothe light, leſt his deeds ſhould 
el. WY be reproved , but he that doth truth cometh 
w- Ml to thelight. S. Fohn iii. 20, 21. It there- 
2n- WM fore you have but ſo much conſideration 
xa- WW as to ſuſpect, and ſo much courage as to 
ri- W examine, I ſhould not be without hope, 
YTre' MW that my Advice might take place, ſince 
ci- Wl (as Plato notes) Every ſoul is unwillingly 
nd WW deprived of Truth, which men cannot reſis 
to Wl when once it appears unto them : | ſhall ask 
ri- MW 10 more of you than tor ſearch imparti- 
Dns ll ally, whether the Doctrines wherein 
pi- I you differ from the Church of England, 
to I deſerve ſo firm an aſſent as you give 
the I them; and he that dares not do this, is 
ks 3 not a Diſciple, but a Slave. It may be 
70 ll thoſe Counſellors may pleaſe the heady 


no Il 5:20rs of your Perſwaſfion better, who 
10r I adviſe them to eaſe their mind by re- 
nes Ill Proaching the Laws and the Govern- 
Ju1--£l 2ent, or to attempt the'ſhaking offtheir 
)eſt "iſ Grievances by more deſperate courſes : 
vly; {But 1 donot believe the wiſer aad'more 
the {Wſober Romanſts can approve ſuch curſed 


B 2 motions, 


6 Advice to the Roman 


motions, there are many of them too 
noble to admit fuch thoughts. It is the 
Stoicks CharaCter 'iin Galen, That * they 
would rather betray their Country than re- 
neunce their Maxims ; But | take thoſe 
of your Party to be generally of a better 
temper, and therefore I hope you wall 
account it to be far more Friendly and 
Seaſonable Advice, to try theſe your 
Principles ſtrictly, before you expoſe your 
Country or your Selves to ſuffer all the 
111-conſequences of your rigid maintain- 
1ng of them; and if you once rightly 
underſtand them, I hope you will diſcern 
they do not deſerve to be retained at ſo 
dear a rate: ſo that it is poſſible you 
may reſolve to quit your miſtaken Op1- 
ntons and your real Sufferings together. 
However, though your Enquiry ſhall 
not have this effe&t, yet this Trial of 
your Principles ought not to be wholly 
declined; for I would adviſe you to ex- 
amine the Roman Doftrines, if it were 
but only to declare, that- your Religiun 
is not a blind and accidental choice, and 
to vindicate your ſelves from the charge | 
| of the Old Samaritans, who worſhipped 


they knew not what. 
SECT 
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SECTION L 


IVhether the Roman Opinions, which 
differ from the Church of England, 
be the Old Religion £2 | 


Doubt not, but theſe who-have been 

educated in the Romiſh Religion, as 
well as thoſe who have inconliderately 
turned to it, do. pleaſe themſelves in 
fancying they are of the Od Religion ;, 
and hence they aſſume and- appropriate 
to themſelves the Name of Catholicks, 
pon this preſumption, that they do in- 
tirely, and in all things, agree with the 
Ancient and Univerſal Church : But (my 
Friends ) if you have the patience toen- 
quire, you will find there is no good 
ground for this perſwaſion; it being evt- 
dent the Roman is not the Old Religion, 
in any other Articles, but only in thoſe 
which are found in the Apoſtles: Creed, 
or founded upon the plain words of Ho- 
ly Scripture ;, for that is the Old Religion 
which God revealed at firſt, and which 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught. Thas 
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1 trueſt which was the firft (faith Tertul. 
lian) and that was fir, 
* Tertul.in Mar- which was from the begin- 
£101, lib. 4. ning ©. - SO S. (yproan; 
We ought not to regard ſo 
41h, what ſome others before us have 
toucht fit, 45 whas Chriſt himſelf, who 
was before all,hath done. 
4 Cyprian. ad Now, if that be the 
Crc1/t4ns Ep. 63 Old Reliowon, which is 
taught in the Holy 
Scripture and the Creed, herein the Re- 
ligion of Rome cannot pretend to be Old- 
er than the Religion of this Church, be. 
cauſe we hold all theſe Articles as well 
as they; yea,if th c... . vc rightly ſtated, 
the Church of En, ands Faith is the Old 
Religion, and not that of Rome; for ſhe 
profeſſeth, To believe nothing as an Ar- 
zicle of Faith, but what is read m Holy 
Scripture, or may be proved thereby : Ar- 
tic. vi. But the Roman Church declares, 
They recerve Tr aditions with the ſame vene- 
ration that they do the Scriptures, Concil. 
Trident. Sc{[ 4. So that we hold all 
the Principles of the 01d Religion, and 
noother; but they (under the pretence 


of Traditions) have invented and added 
many 
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many points to the Old Retzgiov, which 
are not mentioned in the Bible, and De- 
creed other Articles contrary to the Ola 
Religion recorded in Scripture, and all 
theſe are a New Relsgion;, and yet theſe 
are the DoCtrines in which- we differ. 
In all the Principles which are truly the 
Old Religion we and they generally do 
agree ; but if you take: the Religion of 
the Roman Church, for the DoCtrines in 
which they differ from ns, it may be 
juſtly ſaid, they are of the New Relzgion, * 
and we of the Old, ſince our Religion 
was recorded in Scripture ſixteen hun- 
dred years ago (as our Adverſaries ſeem 
to confeſs, when they call us Scripruaris, 
Scriptare-men: Prateol.) whereas all 
that which is properly their Religion, is. 
of much later Date, And-that 1 may 
not be thought to invent this Charge, or 
toaccuſe the Roman Church wrongfully, 
| will inſtance in the moſt principal of 
the Doftrines wherein we differ, and 
bring in your own Doctors as Witneſles. 
of this Truth. 

1, That Prayers tothe Saints are not 
mentioned by Chriſt nor his Apoſtles, is- 
confeſſed. by Salmeron, Lindan, and 

B 4 Rannes 


IO 
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Bannes ©, Etherianus faith as much of 


* Salmeron 31 
1 Tim. cap. 2, Lin- 
dan Panop.l.3. (5+ 
E2nnes 2.24 qu I, 
Art. 10. concluſ. 2. 

* Hugo Etherian 
ar regreſſu anime. 

> Durand. 4 
Sent. diſte20. hte 3» 
Major. 4.42. qit» 2+ 
Cajetan. Opuſe. 15» 


cap.1,Antonin.fart. 


I. ſum.tit.TO.C4þ. 3» 
® Fiſher de Cap- 

tv. Babyl., C10. 

| D: Alliaco iz 4. 

Set. 4Jite 6s art. Is 
Cajeran. ap. Sua- 

rcz.Tom. 3. dilp.4 6s 


Prayers for the Deadl. 
Indulgences are not to 
be found in Scripture, 
nor in the Ancient Do 
ctors, ſay Duranaus, 
Major , (ajetan , and 
Antoninus 8: Tranſub 


ſtantiation it felt cannot 


be proved by Scripture, 
if you will take three 
Cardinals words fot 
ith, And if our de 
ſigned brevity would 
allow it, the like might 
be proved of all the 
reſt 


But we mult proceed to ſhew, there 
are fome New things in the Romiſh Rell. 
gion, direEtly contrary to the Scripture, 
The taking the Cup from the Laity 1s 
contrary to our Saviours Inſtitution, as 
that very Council of Conſtance confefſeti 
which firſt enjoyned it ; for they ſay,the 
Sacrament ſhall be given in one kind 
only to the people, Nor obſtante, &. 
notwithſtanding our Lord did appoint u 
31 both : Concil, Conſtant. Sefſ. 13. And 

your 
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your own Authentick Vulgar Tranſlati- 


on (as if this Innovation had been fore- 
ſeen) where the Greek only hath, We 
are all partakers of one bread, adds [ & de 
10 Calice)] and of one Cup. 1 Cor. 10. 


17. The Veneration which you give to. 


Images,ſeems to all impartial eyes direct- 
ly contrary to the Second Command- 


ment ; and though your Prieſts will not- 
diretly confeſs it, yet their general - 
leaving out the Second Commandment 1N : 
your Catechiſms, and cutting the Tenth » 
in Two, to keep. up the number, and 

conceal the omiſſion from the Vulgar, 1s. 
a fair Evidence, they themſelves ſuſpe- 

ted that this Commandment made a- 

gainſt., them, and feared others would: 
apprehend it ſo, To theſe you-may add,, 
Praying in an unkzown Tongue, Which: 
S. Paul condemns in one whole Chapter, . 
1 Corinth, Xiv. as ſome of. your own. 
Commentators on the place confeſs: As. 
alſo the making Saixts and Angels your 
Mediators to Gad, when the ſame Apollle - 
politively ſaith, There 5s but one Mediator, . 
VIZ. (briſt Feſms: 1 Tin. ii. 5. All theſe - 
therefore cannot rightly be accounted ; 
any part of. the Old Relegion, property” 


Bs 
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ſocalled : But if we ſhall deſcend lower, 
theſe, and many other Points of your 
Religion are ſo far from being the Ol 
Religion, that the Writers of the Roman 
Churchdo acknowledge, they were not 
known to the Prinuteve Fathers; yea, 
they record thevery time when molt of 
them were impoſed. The Doctrine of 
Purgatory was firſt built upon the Credit 
of thoſe fabulous Dialogues attributed 
to Gregory the Firſt z or if they were his 
(which many doubt) this was fix hun- 
dred years after Chriſt, and it was not 
generally believed in 'the Church five 
hundred years after, as we learnfrom an 
Old Hiſtorian, Orro Friſurg. Chron. An, 
1146, Andas for the Prayers made to 
deliver Souls from thence (that gainful 
Article of your Church) we are told by 
your own Authors, that the firſt who 
cauſed them to be appointed by your 
Church, was Oailo Ab- 
- * Ranul. Hig- bot ofClugny, An.1000), 
den Polychron. 1.6. The worſhipping of 
c-15, Petrus Da= God by Images, was ndt 
aan. Vit, Odilon. 11Gwed by the Ancient 
Fathers, ſay your owl 
Authors, (lemangis, Polyd. Virgil, and 
Pereſitt 


kind of uſe of Images 
Ou can be derived no. high- 
mal cr (asto its being De- 
not creed.) than that deſpi- 
yea, ll cable Council * in the 
[t of Eighth Century; but both 
e ol the. Doctrine and the 
edit Council alſo was reje- 
uted WM Cted for many years af- 
» his ter by the French, Eng- 
wn /,and GermanChurch- 
not es |, Indulgences are not. 
hve Ancient,as Biſhop F:ſb- 
n any er confeſſes ®: Nor js 


I by WH of /lermont however,” Ar. 1096.% And 
vhoWl the firſt who made Mo- IOESTI 
out BY ney ofthem was Boniface | 4 __ ae. 
Ab-W »h. 4n. 1390. as Pla- "opiain. 6 wie. 
207, una and Polydore Virgil Polyd. Virgil. dz 
of MW tell-us ©. And the firſt - 1nvent-4. &..caþ, I. 
not i - Fubilee (the great Mar- * Tmp, Bontfac. 
ent BY ket for them) -yas not NA: Yin ae fore, 
"wil By an hundred -years be- [2 E: —- a ; 


tore P, The forcing all 


Catholics of England. + 13. 


Pereſons Azala '; And all men know, this 


* T Clemangis de 
nov. Celebr. 11. Po- 
lydor. "Virgil. de 
Invent.. rer# 1. 6. 
Aiala dt Tradir. p. 
2. G& de IMag- 

# Concil. ſecun« 
dum Niceth. Ants 
787» 

| Hoveden Ar. 
nal. Par. Is þ+40 5s 


Matth. W w. 
Anno 793- 
Attic, Tather, 


there any good proof in your own Au- 
thors for them before the time of Pope 
Alexanger 3. An. 1160,'0r the Counal: 


Prieſts - 
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Prieſts to vow Single Life, and renounce 
thetr Wivgs, was firſt obrruded upon 
1 Un. tons Che Church by Pope Hil- 
"Weſt? debrand4: Without an 
Math, Weſtmon, 497414 1: Without any 
eod. *An. . Vincent, Precedent (faith an Old 
Spec. bift. l. 244 c. Hiſtorian) and ( as ma- 
45+ Antonin. 146, ny thought J of an indi/. 

IS. Cap. I. S. 21. 
 tSigebert.Chron, © ff Zeal, contrary to 
ad Att. 1074. the Holy Fathers Opini- 
on", And yet he was 
not obgyed here in England in this for a- 
bove a hundred years after; for our An- 
cient Records fay, All theſe Derrees a- 
vailed nothing, for the Prieſts by the Kings 
conſent ſtill had their 
* Hiftor. Petro- Wives, as formerly \. Au- 
burg. Ann 1127- icular Confeſſion tO A 
a; Prieſh was never 1mpo- 
© Concil. Later, ſed as neceſſary until 
Can. 21. 41-1215. the Lateran Council t: 
It being little above fif- 
ty years before, that we are inform- 
ed by the famons Maſter of the Ser- 
rences, and by Gratian your great com- 
Piler of the Decrees, that it was in 
our Choice: whether we would con- 
fels to God only, or to the wh 
a 
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alſo*; and T. Aquinas 
was the Opinion then *, 
Tranſubſtantiation (the 
diſcriminatingDoctrine 
of your preſent Church) 
was not held by the 
Fathers, as your own 
DoCtors acknowledge? , 
and one of the Infalli- 
ble Heads of your 
Church affirms, That 
the Elements ceaſe not to 
be of the ſubſt ance and na- 
ture of Bread and Wine *, 
The Schoolmen confeſs 
Tranſubſt antiation is not 


Ancient ®; And two of - 


the tnoſt famous. of 
them plainly deny it Þ; 
The Aaminſtring the Sa- 
crament in One. kend, 1s 
no older than the Conn- 


confeſſeth this 


" Peter Lomb. 
l. 4(entent.dift. 77, 
Grarian. de Penit. 
ail, Is Co 39, (io 
Ant. II 50, 

* Tho- Aqu. 71 
4+ Sent. diſt. 17. 

Y Gregor.de Va- 
lent. de Tranſub. 
lib. 2s (a). 7. 

Cardin,Cuſan.Ex- 
ercit. l. 6- 

* Gelaſiys. Pap. 
de. dxabus Naturis 
contra Eutych. 

* 4}. Suarez, 
Tom. I. in Rich. 
as. 7, 

Scotus. 3t 4- 
Sents (aps Il. que 3o 
Durand. 37 4.Sent. 
diſt. 10.q4.1..13, 

© Alt« 141%. 


cil of Conſtance (as wasNnoted before )*; 
the praftice of the - whole Church and 


of Rome it- ſelf being 0- 
therwiſe till then 9: Fi- 
nally,many things were 
never decreed and im- 


4 T, Aquin. 5% 
Fohan. 6. 
Alphonſ. Caſtro 
ady. bereſ. lib. 6- 


poſed 
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poſed as neceſlary to be believed till 
the late Council of Trent ; ſuch as the 
equalling Apocryphal books and Tradi: 
tions tothe undoubted Canon of Scrip- 
ture, Fuſtification by the merit of Good 
works, &c., Which Council of Trent 
was never _ _—_ by the Catho- 
icks of France ©: Not 
_ REG was it ever received as 
L s.tit.2o, © lawful Councih by 
this Enghſh Nation. 

It would be too tedious to: run over 
all the reſt of thoſe Points wherein the 
Roman differs from the Engliſh Church, 
or elſe it might be ſhewed, that the 4p 
peals to Rome, and the Pope's Univerſal 
claim, Yeneration of Reliques, Invocation 
of the Bleſſed Virgin, Pilgrimages, &c, 
were wholly unknown to the three firſt 
Centuries, as the ingenuous Romaniſts 
will confeſs, and our Writers have large- 
Iy proved. By all which i appears, that 
the Old Ro of Rome for the firll 
three hundred years, had no formal 1» 
vocation of Saints nor Angels no Pur- 
24tory,nor Prayers to be delivered thence; 
no images, no Tranjubſtantiation, No half 
Communion, BO Tubilees, NO Indulgences , 

20. 
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no conſtrained Celibate, no Prayers inan 
unknown Tongue, no cuſtomary Auricalar 
Confeſſion, no Apecrypha in her Canon of 
Scripture, gor the reſt : Now if you 
ſtrip your Church of theſe DoCtrines, ſhe 
retains ſcarce any thing, but the Prote- 
ſtant Articles of the;Church .of E7g/and ; 
But if you take Rome with theſe Addi- 
tions, her Religion is not ſo Old by far 
2s the Religion of this Church. Perhaps 
it will bz pretended, Though theſe Decrees 
were made in later Ages, yet the Determu- 
nations were made byvertue of Apoſt olical 
Traditions preſerved m the Roman Church 
from the very beginning ;, and upon this 
Pretence your Late Writers of Contro- 
verſie have generally laid aſide all Argu- 
ments from Scripture and. Ancient Fa- 
thers, and reſolve all into Oral Tradition: 
and the Infallbilty of the Roman 
Church : But what is this but to-confeſs, 
that the Scriptures, the Ancient Fathers, 
and all written Records (which are. im- 
partial witneſſes) do make againſt them? 
only theſe unknown Traditions, which are 
only in their own keeping (and may be 
of their own deviſing) theſe, they ſay, 
bear witneſs for them, which is to pm 
. . cm» 
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themſelves Judges in their own Cauſe ; 
and may juſtly occaſion your enquiry, 
whether the former Popes knew of theſe 
Traditions or no? if not, how then came 
the later Popes to the knowledgc of them? 
If they knew of them of s/d, why did 
they let them ſleep ſo long, and ſuffer the 
Church to err for ſo many years for 
want of them ? Did they diſcharge their 
Univerſal Headſhip well in this Conceal. 
ment ? But in very truth it is Evident, 
the firſt Popes knew of no ſuch Traditi- 
ons, and the later Popes have invented 
them to ſupport their New defigns;which 
appears by the Ancient Popes declaring 
directly contrary to theſe pretended Apo- 
Polical Traditions, of which take a few 
Examples. Pope Gaim writes, That the 
Righteouſneſs of the Saints avails nothing 
r Gai. mote, £9987 Pardon or Fuſtif- 
Decret. ad Felicem, cation, Pope Gelaſuu 
«p. Binium. 7; x, denies Tranſubſtantiati- 
p. 173: on, as was noted - juſt 
boy wok > now 8; The famous | 

a « col». Gregory the Great ſaith, 
=> Mag. He himſelf was the Em- | 
EpiR. ad Maurit, P*797s Servant, and owed 
libs 2. Ep. 62: himobedience; and de- 
, clares,, 
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clares, That God had given the Empe- 


ror power over Prie(ts as well as others". 
The ſame Pope diſowns © * 1dem ad The- 
the Title of Univerſal od. (ub.2. Ey.65. 
Biſhop, as unfit for him | _-_ ad Eu- 
or any other k. Healſo Fr.” __ 
: OCs Reſponſe ad In- 
determines, that uit is yerrog. ſecundam 
lawful for ſuch of the Cler- Aug.Cantuartenf. 
gy as Cannot contain, to ® AdSeren. lib. 
marry | : And he allows 7-Epoſþ. 109 
Images for Hiſtory and Memory only ®. 
A later than he alſo in the Canor Law 
ecrees,that in ſuch Diaceſs where there 
be p-ople of divers Languages, TheBiſhop 
ſhall provide fit men to celebrate Devine 
offices, and miniſter the Sacraments of the 
(hurch according to the diverſity of Rites 
and variety of their Languages : Deeretal. 
Greg. l. 1.Tit, 31.cap.14+ The aforeſaid 
Pope Gregory the Firſt affirms, that the 
Book of Maccabecs is G | 
: reg> Map. 
not ( anonical ®, Andas Expoſ. in fob. l.19. 
well the Ordinary Gloſ,, c. 179. 
as the Old Eattions of 
the Bibles which were allowed by the 
Roman Biſhops, and uſed 1n that Church 
before the Council of Trent, do all 
diſtinguiſh between the Canonical Books, 
and 
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and thoſe whrch the Proteſtant Church 
now call Apocrypha *. Yet the colttrary 
| to all theſe hath been 
- Gl _ afterwards: _— By 
” elihbrs " pon pretence of being Ml he 
__ ng Apoſtolical Tradvient] ly 
Biblia Complu- By which account you Ill -:? 
tenſ. in Pref. a may ſee (if your Pre WW £: 
Card. X1menio ap- 1-5 hinder not) 
prob, a Leone x. , 
An. 1502. that the preſent Roman 
Biblia Vulg. edit. Church ( as It differs 
Bafil. cam Glofſ. from the Church of Eny- 
Ord. An. 1506. [and ) retains neither 
- ia. Pagnin! the Old Religion of the 
irkmanni, &» . 
Vatabli per Rob, SCriptures, nor that of 
Stephan. 4.1541, The Primtive Conrch 1N 
general, nay, nor that 
of the Ancient Church of Rome ; for they 
have omitted ſome Points, added others, 
and altered ſo many, that though Rome 
keep the Old Name, it doth not keep 
the Old Faith. We may now ſeek, Rome 
31 the midſt of Rome (as Fuvencus Vitals 
ſaid): WVorcan it be denied (ſaith Ano- 
ther) but the Roman Church #s not a hittle 


p ' different from its Ancient 
Ofcls hone Vie ar beauty and ſplendor Ic 
#02 There is not the Faith 

tne 
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the Manners, nor the Wehip of the Pr:- 
ary WM mitive Roman Church, and therefore ac- 
een Ml cording to S. eAmbroſe, Ti Mey that have not 
| uM Peter's Faith cannot ſucceed to Peter's In- 
ing WM her:tance P;, and as S. | 
». Hierome oblerves, They Om ay 
you Wl -:re rot the Sons of the cap. 6. 

Pre- Wl Caints who poſſeſs thei 

ot ) Il places, bug they which follow therr Works : 
man Wl And, Thas,only (faith Lattantins,) i the 
ters Wl Catholick Chlrch which retains the true 
En0- Wl worſhip of God 4, You 

her might have ſeen and _ Ro bo 
the Wl heard in Rome -of Old, a 114. 
; of MW Biſhop without a Treple 

2 10 MCow2 or the Title of Univerſal, Churches 
-hat MW without mages, Prieſts under no Vows 
hey Wot Single life, Litanies without-any names 
ers, {Mot Saints or Ora pro nobss, the Maſs cele- 
ome FW brated in a known Tongue, Bibles calling 
eep {Widivers books Apocrypha, which are now 
me Mreckoned Canonical Scripture; People not 
alu Wcnſlaved by Auricular Confeſſion, not de- 
barred of the (4p, not frighted with Pur- 
gatory, nor impoveriſhed with purchaſing 
Prayers and Indulgences to ſave them from 
thence, &c. 

th, W To conclude therefore, Why may you 
the nat. 
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not juſtly deſert them, who have in 
many things departed from the Old Re 
lgion, taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
believed by the Ancient Fathers, andreMcc 
ceived by the firſt and beſt Biſhops off 
that. ſame Church ? If you deſire to be 
really of the Old Religion , nay, if you 
would hold the Faith of the Primitive 
Roman Church, you may come much 
nearer to it, by embracing the Religion 
of your own Country, than by retaining 
the Opinions of the Modern Church 
Rome, which are moſt: of them meer 1 
novations : And though you have reve 
renced them while you ſuppoſed them 
Ancient and Apoſtolical, yet we hope 
you will now renounce them when they 
are evidently diſcovered to be Gibeonits MM 
diſguiſed on purpoſe to deceive, and (not- Wth 
withſtanding their mouldy Pretences, 4 Wee 
it they had come from far, and were 
deſcended from Ancient Times ) their W« 
true Original is much later and nearer'to W« 
this preſent Ape. « 

And now, Secondly, it will be eaſe to W« 
determine, That as the Roman is not the MT 
Old Relig:on, ſo neither ought the Pro Wil 
teſſors of it to appropriate to _— a 

the 


in f 
Id Re 
)[tles, 
ndre. 
ps of 
to be 
f you 
litive 
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he Name of Catholick. For whether we 
ake it in the Primary and Grammatical 
nſe for [ Univerſal ], or in its common 
cceptation for { True Believers, ] The 
wmaniſt hath no peculiar Right to this 
enerable Title : - Firſt, becauſe their 
ath in thoſe Points wherein it differs 
rom the Ciurch of England is not Uni- 
rerſal; For the Chriſtians holding the 
Faith of Rome, are not above a fourth 
Part of thoſe that believe in Chriſt. 
hich account we thus make out. Firſt 
Felonius (a Romaniſt, and one whoſe 
ook was licenced at e-Antwerp) aſlerts 
'that the rites of the Greek Church 
«ſpread wider than thoſe of the La-- 
tine 7; and the judicious * 
Mr. Breerwood proves,  ,,, Bellonil obſerv. 
the Greeks do far ex- *; Es 
3 CNAps 
ceed i. The worthy S". 18. pag. 139. 
Edwin Sands affirms that 
*the Greek Church in number exceeds 
"any other —and the Proteſtants in 
*number and circuit of Territory are 
nts _ to _ Papal Part *. 
0 which may be ad- 
ded all thoſe ” Chriſti — 
ans 1n Afia and Africa, 268, 269. 
which 
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which are neither of the Roman nor of 
the Greek Church, and which are rec. 
koned up in the aforeſaid Mr. Breerwood, 
| ** making upa Number 

4 * ; gg. 4 "Yes 3 asgreatas any ofthe for 
' 22 *©2 ©. mer: So thatreckonin 
wc jorge the Greek Church fy 
page 183» one. part, The Pro- 
teſtants for another 

part,and thoſe Aſian and African Chriſtt 
ans for another. Part, and then the Ro- 
maniſts are but only one fourth part of 
ſuch as believe in Chriſt; And it is very 
odd to ſay, that the fourth part is the 
whole: And ſurely (my Friends) you 
cannot ſeriouſly think the Roman Church 
to be the Univerſal.(or ( atholick,) Church 
in this ſenſe, when you remember that 
the Pope's Authority is not acknowledged 
by the -Generality of thoſe Chriſtians lt 
ving 1n England, Scotland: and Irelank, 
with the Plantations thereunto belong; 
ing; nor by thoſe of Denmark and Swe 
aen,. nor by thoſe of Tranſylvania, Walt 
chia: and Moldavia nor by the large” 
Church of. Rufia, - nor by the populous: 
Statesand. Provinces of the Dutch, with 
their many: Plantations abroad z nor by 
at 
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t leaſt five parts of ſix of the vaſt Coun- 
ry of Upper Germany, nor by two parts 
f three of the Switzers , nor by thoſe 
f Geneva and Piedmont,nor by very many 
n France, Hungary, Poland, &c. How 
nany Milions of {hriſtians are there in 
he Eaſtern World who have no depen- 
Jance on the Roman Church ? The Chriſt s- 
ns of the Greek Church (properly ſo 
alled ) under the three Patriarchs of 
ſt antinople , Alexandria and Antioch, 
hoſe of Armenia (who are profeſſed Ene- 
ies of Rome, and yearly Excommunicate 
he Pope), The Georgian Chriſtians, with 
nany other leſſer Names in Aſia, the A- 
ſme Chriſtians in Africa; all theſe are 
ot of the Communion of the Roman 
wch, and therefore, how can that 
urch pretend to the Title of Univerſal, 
r Catholick, in this ſenſe ? But ſecondly, 
fyou ſay you are (atholicks, that is, true 
Selievers in'all Points; 1 defire you to 
onſider, that none ſay ſo but your Selves, 
Ind tis-ſuſpicious: their Witneſs is not true, 
»o bear witneſs tothemſelves, S. John v.31, 
and where ſo many Articles of Faith are 
ew, It is probable ſome are Falſe ; ſince 
le Oldeſt things in Religion are the roi 
a 
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and the beſt: So that upon the whok 
Enquiry, the Church of England may more 
juſtly claim the Title of Cathokck,, becauſe 
the Principles thereof are few andclearl 
deduced from Scripture, believed in the | 
Primztive Church, and univerſally re. 
ceived by all ſorts of Chriſtians, who differ 
in ſome Ceremonies; but for the Point, 
which this Opurch accounts neceſlary to 
Salvation, the whole Chriſtiaz World 
generally agrees in them, And inc 
the Religion of the Church of England it 
the moſt Ancient and moſt Univerſal, yoi 
will be moretruly of the Old Relzgron, and 
more properly ſtyled Cathotlicks by em 
bracing the Fazth profeſſed in'your om 
Country, and diſowning thoſe whodamy 
all-Chr:/t:ans but them of their own Party, 
although it be Evident there are in the 
World , Chriſtians far more in number; 
than they, and among thoſe many equal 
in Learning and ſuperior in Pizty to the! 
beſt-of the Romarn-Church, who for all this 
are reprobated and ſentenced to Eternd 
Flames by their uncharitable Anathema's 
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mow SECTION II. 
-auſe | 


T [Whether the ſaid Opinions were #0t 


; rl introduced for evil Ends 8 
differ 
ornti, Lthoughall this be matter of Fat?, 
vl A and acknowledged by your own 
Vol Writers, yet I muſt expect, the venerable 
linc' WF Eſteem you have ſo long had for the R-- 
nd WE man Church, will make you flow to be- 
, JoU lieve this deſerved Charge of [nnovatuon ; 
, and and perhaps you will wonder how ſo 
7 eM- pure , ſo Celebrated , and ſo Orthodox a 
" OW (birch, as Rome Primitive was, ſhould 
damn vary ſo much from her firi# Faith : yet 
arty, WW ſince the Charge is ſo Evident, and ſo 
n the well atteſted, 1 hope at lealt your Curio- 
mber ſity will tempt you to Enquire : Firſt, 
equil For what ends ſhe fhould bring in theſe New 
0 00 Doltrines. Secondly, By what means they 
11 £11 WY became ſo generally believed. Thirdly, Of 
terna what nature the - things then ſelves. are. 
emaiFourthly., Whether. there be «Authority 
cient in the Roman Church ro Impoſe 
bem on the whole Chriſtian World. 


iT he Fifthly, Whether the Catholicks of Eng- 
RL. land 
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land ought to be ſwayed by that Authority 
ro embrace them: Andif in examining 
theſe Particulars any thing ſhall be ſpo- 
ken-which ſounds harſhly to your ears, 
(accuſtomed to hear nothing but &co- 
mums of Rome ) I ſhall deſire you to 
conſider, that Truth is ſeldom grateful 
to Offenders; and I muſt ſay with one 
of the Writers of the Popes Lives, We 
relate theſe things becauſe they were done, 
and if the Popes would not have baſe or 
evil things reported cd them, they muſt do 
20 ſuch things, or if they do them, not fancy 
they can be ſo concealed, as that they ſhall 
mot be known nor related to Poſterity : 
Papyrins Maſſon, de Vit. Pont, For my 
own'part, I profeſs, I take no delight n 
Accuſations; nor ſhall 1 ſay aty thing 
out of malice to'that Chxrch, but out of 
Pity to the Souls of thoſe who without 
reaſon dote upon it: Firſt therefore if 
you enquire, Whar ends the Roman 
Church could have to bring in theſe New 
Dofrines? 1 Reply, The firſt decay 
of that Church began in her Mannets. i” 
For after there were Chriſtian M# 

viſtrates (faith S. Hierome,) the (hurch be- if 


came fuller of Riches and emptier of Vi 
int 
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twe *, And for the Roman Brſhops, they be- 
gan very early to affett 


S a Dominion beyond the _... Hietonym. Pi- 
0- . ta Malach. | 
s | #0-nds of Prieſthood, AS « gSyerat. bift, 
) ' bh 

g. | Socrates notes ® ; which 134; 5, G 17, 

0 I made S. Baſil ſay thir- 


21 I f<en bundred years ago, I hate the Pride of 

that (Church *, and caw- 

y, (da Heathen Hiſtorian nn” on 
ofthat Age to ſay, The 7 1,2". $32. 

Roman Biſhops were  * Ammuan, Mar- 

ds W'ibly clad, carried ir: cellin. hiſt. lib. 27. 

Litters, and profuſe in 


4» thr feaftings * ;, But the faults of that 
ty: Age were ſmall in reſpe&t of Aſter- 
my M"me5, for as their wealth and power in- 
tin creaſed, their manners grew il worſe 
ing (429 worſe, as we find by the complaints 
t of of Salvain and many others,till at length 
out M>out the year goo, your own Baronius 


th, The face of the Roman Church was 
come mo(s filrby , when lewd and potent 
utezans ſwayed all there : At whoſe plea- 


7: Sees were changed, Biſhops placed , 
__ d which is horrid. to Pious pled, their 
Ms WE amors were thruſt into S. Peter's Chair, 
+þ be- | aſe Popes which only ſerve to fill x ſo great 
Vere [Pace of Time in the Catalogue of Roman 
tie C 2 Biſhops 
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Biſhops Y. And a Writer who lived in 
va thoſe Times tells us, 

hes ron. Anal. Ty, World was amazed 
+ IO, Alte. 912» 

S. 8. at the Manners of the 

| © Gerbert. E&- Romans*. [ts ſtrange 

p:. go. ad Ste= (faith another Hiſto- 


phanum Rom. Eccle x; . 
ap rian) how far m that Age 


h they were degenerated 
_ _ Ek Gore the Piety ; the Old 
þ Popes ®. This Age (as 

Another ſpeaks) was eſpecially unhappy in 
this, that for about an hundred and fifty 
years, there were fiſty Popes wholly fallen 
from the Vertue of their Predeceſſors, being 
diſorderly ana Apoſtatical rarer than A- 
: poſtolical >. And it our 
A brevity would permit 
10. Secul. init. it, we could ſhew out of 
Platina, Onuphrius, and 

Others of your own Writers, that there 
was no Reformation in all the Ages, 
while theſe New Dotrines were in coyn- 
ing: Now it is the Great Philoſopher's 
obſervation, That Wickednefs # deſtruttive 
* Ah of good Principles ©, S0 
ebic hs. E- that it isno wonder, if 
; in ſuch Decays of Piety, 
and ſuch a flood of Iniquity, the Roman 
(hurch 
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Church did bring in many New Articles 
ſuitable to her Manners ; and I think 
when Pride, Luxury and Gvetouſneſs pol- 
ſeſs the Chair, we can Mardly expect any 
other Laws, but fuch as ſhall gratife 
theſe affetions : And the Prattices as 
well as the Decrees of Rome for divers 
of the latter Centuries have ſo apparently 
tended this way, that it hath been taken 
notice of by all thoſe of her own Commu- 
nion, whoſe affeftion hath not rabb'd 
them of their diſcerning Powers; yea, 
even in Catholick ( ountries it hath abated 
much of the Reverence formerly paid to 
that See, by reaſon the deſigns thereot are 
ſo apparently Secular, tending not to the 
Salvation of Souls, but the ſupport of 
their own Grandeur : Which makes me 
admire our Engliſh Romaniſts ſhould hug 
their Chains, and adore thoſe who-abuſe 
their well-meaning Devotion. with 4r- 
ticles of Fazth ſerving rather to:carry on 
the D-ſigns of the Impoſers, than the 
Salvation of their over credulous Belie- 
vers: Methinks an eaſie apprehenſion: 
might diſcover, that the Roman Guides 
| govern you by Principles that have more 
of Machiavel in them, than of Conſcience 

Cy Gi 


power and wealth of Rome. Doctrines 
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or Geſpel-ſiewplicity, and a little conſidera. 
tion will inform you, that thoſe things 
which they teach you to call Religion, are 
Arts toenſlaye and impoyeriſh you, and 
Engines to advance themſelves to the 
higheſt pitch of honour and abundance: 
S. Bernard (though a great friend to the 
Roman Church ) ſaw this, when he ſaid, At 
Rome all regards given to Honour, but to 
Hoelineff none at all %, Were this the fault 
of particular mens Evil 
management ( from 
which no Society is 
free) At were more excuſable, but there 
are Doctrines added to the Old Catbolich, 
Faith (on moſt of the Tenets wherein 
they ditfer from the Church of England) 
which are plain Artifices to increaſe the 


4 Bernard. de 
Con(idl.qlo2s 


tor which they diſpute with us upon De- 
metrius'$Principle,becauſe thereby they have 
their gain, At. xix. 25. And many think 
the Guides of your Church contend for 
ſome of theſe Principles, not becauſe 
they believe them, but becauſe it is their 
Intereſt the people ſhould be perſwaded 
of them; which makes them ſecretly 
laugh at their Credulity who will be im- 


poſed 
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poſed on by them), as that great (ardinal 
did, when he gave the people(wha flocked 
about him) his Benedi#t0n 1n theſe words, 
Qt wult decips decipiatur : And it isa vile 
ſuipicion of this which we may. gather 
from that obſervation of Hoſpinian, That 
in Italy the neme [Chriſtian] #s uſed for 
an Ideot or Fool *. But 1. 4 of 
to be more particular, ery, 1 _— 
let us look over ſome 

Inſtances of ſuch ew Dottrines as are 
taught in the Raman Church for Secular: 
ends. 

We begin with the Do@trine of /mplicie 
Faith or believing as the Church believes, & 
DoCtrine unknown in S. Cyril; time, who 
ipeaking to his young Chriſtians, bids them 
not meerly believe the things he ſpokg becanſe 
he affirmed them, unleſs he did demonſtrate 
them to be ſo out of the Divine Scripture * 
And truly this Novel Cori : 
Dottrine may agree with , ,' = _—_ 
Pythagoras's Ipſe dixit , 
and is a good ſhelter for Paganiſm, the 
beſt Argument for which, Balbus faith, is 
this, That he had received it from bis Fore- 
fathers 6, The Fewiſh 8 Cicero de Ni=- 
Rabbins.told their Diſci- tur. Deorwn, 7. 3+ 
C 4 pics, 
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ples, They mu#t believe whatever th 
raught them,though they ſhould ſay that they 
right hand was their left : and it was be- 
coming enough in Apelles the Heretick 
to charge his ſeduced Scholars, or to ex- 
amine hu Principles b 
Euſed. VAlih peafon >: But fy * 
£040) fot low the Honour of true 
Religion to deſire to be taken upon truſt; 
ſo that this Doctrine 1s a policy of your 
Prieſts to ſecure their evil Principles 
from being enquired into, and a device 
to make you depend on them as /nfallible 
Oracles, who can by this means lead you 
blind-fold whither they will, and impoſe 
any thing on you which ferves their In- 
tereſt, under the pretence of true Religion, 
2. Auricular Confeſſion to a Prieſt was 
voluntary of Old, and only uſed in caſe of 
a troubled Conſcience, or a. ſtrong Tempta- 
tion ; But.it is now made neceſlary at 
ſtated times, in all probability to make 
the Prieſt maſter of every mans Secrets, 
to diſcover the leaſt inclination of their 
Proſelytes to leave thcm, to keep the Laity 
in awe, and make them venerate and (e- 
pend upon their Spiritual Guide, who 
hereby hath them at his Mercy : a 
their 
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their Doors do affirm, that in ſome caſes 


th 

het in is lawful to diſcover what 1s revealed to 
- be. Ml them i confeſſion, eſpecially if it concern the 
rick WW Roman Oburch *, And ; ALHal. Par. 4. 


thus they have an Intel q. 28.Mem.2. art.2. 


| EX» 

r by lyrencer in the breaſt of Panorm. c. Omnis, 
he. Wl every Great man of depan. & rem. n. 
rue I fbeir Communion, The 4: D.Soto dt rat. 
uſt; WM Exempring the Regular FRG Seer. Mun. 3» 


Cleray from their Law- 


'Our | er £ : 
ples WY {+ Biſhops Jureſtiftion, which S. Bernard 
vice MW complains of asan un. , En 3 
Th \ 1 k » . g' 
lable juſt thing *: And the Conſpd. lib. 3s C 4+ 


freeing Eccleſiaſticks from 


ou 
Sole their Natural Princes Aithority is, that 
In. Wl the Pope may have Subjects numerous 
EG: and potent to give /ntelligence and abet 
was Wl iS /ntereft in the bowels of all King- 
e of 


doms. The Popes Supremacy, Appeals to 
pra: Rome, tlte Collation of Benefices and other 
; at il Perferments, the Creating their Maker 1n 
ake Wl fc 14af, with many others, do all aim 
-cts, WF the Honour of the Church of Rome, and 
heir IM fe making its moſt inferior Prieſts re- 
,aity vered. But becauſe the Honour of the 
de- WM Corrch of Rome cannot be maintained 
who without va## riches, it is obvious to all, 
And Wl fat many of their New Doltrines and 
heir Cs Prattices 
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Praftices have been introduced with de. 
ſign to fill the Churches Treaſuries : oril 
Tenorance and Superſtition were the Mo 
ther of theſe gainful Devices, it is certail 
Covetouſneſs hath been an officious Nurk 
unto them. As in the Caſe of Purgator, 
and Prayers to deliver Souls fromthence, 1 
Novel fancy, feared and ſuſpected at firf 
by ſome, but-countenanced and Decree( 
by that Church, thereby to oblige the 
people to give liberally for themſelves or 
theic deceaſed Friends, to thoſe who (ell 
their Prayers ſo commonly that they 
occaſioned that Proverb, No penny 10 Pe 
ter Noſter, Ik is impoſlible to reckon 
the vaſt ſums that this Opinion bringsin, 
for ſo many Maſſes, Dirige's, Requiem, 
for thoſe Trentals, Obits, and Anniver 
ſaries, which the deluded Romanſts pur 
chaſe, with Oblations of Houſes and Lands, 
Plate, Veſtments, Fewels, Images and Read) 
mory. And it is very remarkable, that 
the fear of loſing this Income was ons 
main Impediment to reſtrain the Pop! 
from yielding toa Reformation. To thelc 
may be added the Doctrines of Image 
and Invocation of Saints, with the reports 
of Vhracles done at certain places, -_ 

e 
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the Device of Canonization by the Pops 
(an Honour that none of the Saints for 
the firſt, five or ſix Centuries ever had ) 
but certain it is, that people being per- 
ſwaded of Afrracles wrought on Earth 
and nterceſſion made in Heaven by theſe 
Saints, do undertake P;lgrimages to theſe 
places and make Oblations there, or elſe 
ſend their Offerings if they cannot go : 
And this in ſo exceſſive degrees, that 
there have been, and are ſame Shrines 
which outvy the Treaſuries of the greateſt 
Princes of Europe; we may inſtance in 
Hat DO - 3:74 ng 
wry *, and the ſtill fa- "y- 44 
mous Lady of Lorettom, £6.247- Pays. 
The Reliques alſo of ygyto Italy. 
all other Saints,yea,ſuch 
asare {aid to belong to Feſus himſelf, have 
been formerly carried about to colleCt 
Mony, yea, ſold for great ſums, and are 
accounted Aarketable ware,and very gain- 
fal Commodities in the Roman Church. 
The Year of Fubilee and diſtribution of In- 
aulpences are uſed as de- a 
Vices to get mony, as ., *1 p 
your oma Writers = -- ent 
plain ®; The Pope's pre- * * 
tence 
35 
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rences to a power of D:ſpenſing with 
Low: any Oaths, Leagues and (ontratts, 
Marriaves in prohibited deprees, &c. ll 
his Coffers with Siver .and his Court 
with Suitors, The taking mony for Pe- 
ances and granting «<Abſolution upon it 
for Notorious ſins, is lo known an Infamy, 
that we have t:e very book inour hands, 
copyed out of the Original in the A 
poſt olick Chamber, ſetting down the rates 
and ſums to be paid for Abſolution from 
the moſt horrid wickedneſſes : And to con- 
vince us that AMony is the only thing 
ſought by the Church intheſe Abfolutions, 
the. faid book tells us, that Theſe alts of 
Grace carmot be granted tothe Poor whi 
have nothing, and therefore cannot be com- 
vide Txxam Jorted *: And though 
Camere Apoſtol. Im- the Prieſts and Fryers 
preſſe Pariſiis. have theſe and many 
more ways to draw 

Mony from the people, yet the Pope uſes 
them but as Spunges, to ſuck in wealth 
from others, that he may ſqueez it into 
bis own Coffers afterwards : For it 1s 
ſcarce within the reach of Arithmetick 
what ſ:ms the Roman Church receives 
from the Inferior Clergy and __—_ , 
ns 
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Inſtitutions, Confirmations , Inveſtitures , 
Pals, Fir#t fruits, Tenths, &c. The very 
Tenths and First fruits formerly enjoyed 
by the Pope, amounting in this Nation, 
as we now compute them, to above 
20000 /. per Au, And in the time of the 
Roman JuriſdiCtion here, the {ergy paid 
him a fifth part of their Livings, ſome- 
times for two or three years beſide : and 
for the Engliſh Biſhops, their ſubjeCtion to 
Rome colt them dear, Walter le Gr 
Archbiſh. of Tork paying Ten thouſand 

bnd fterlins for his ; 
Fr, AS it was Fe I _ 
complained in the 234 FR 
of Henry 8th that the Papacy had received 
out of England in about forty years paſt, 
for Inveſtitures of Biſhops onl;;, threeſcore 
thouſand pounds 4, And 
the DoCtrine of forcing ,, 
all Priefts' to renounce 
Marriage, is maintained by the Policy of 
the Roman (onrt, that they may not only 
profit by them living, but be their Heirs 
when they die, there being no other good 
Reaſon to be given for this rigid Impo- 
fition; for ſure they will not fay 1t is 
ſimply unlawful for Prie/ts to —_— 
\ ftince 


1 L'Herbert.hif, 
en. 8th þ. 230. 
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ſince Pius the Second affirmed, They 
9: . n. be allowed ta marry *; 
Plus 2.3% Gets 11 their great Canon 


Concil. Baſil. vide ,. . . 
item Platin. in ejus ſaith, There 6 as gre 


vita, Þ+ 329, reaſon to allow Prich 

* Panormiran, de marriage now, 4s eu 
Clericis conjug.Cante there was to reſtrain it | 
Com ours. What then! do the 
forbid it that Prieſts may be more pure! 
that cannnot be the Reaſon, becauſe $, 
Paul ſaith, Marriage defiles not, Heb. xii 
4. And Formcation which certainly doth 
defile, is tolerated , if 


8 
« Decret. P.Alexe [ot allowed * , and cal 


b& go. tit. 2. Co 3» 


« Gloſ. ad Gra» 1ed a Venial ſin * : how. 
tian. dift.82.c.5, ever reputed by their 


* Ibid. dif. 34 Caſuiſts a. leſſer ſin in the 
pn 7) roger nk Prieſt, than Marriage * 
Cap. 17, And how pure this 

Doctrine makes yout 

Clergy, let Experience and your owl 
Writers teach you. There are many (ſaith 
S. Bernard ) who cannot be hid for that 
multitude, nor do they ſeek, to be concealed 
throngh their Impudence, who being kept from 
Nuptial Remedies run wto all filthinefs * 
> Bern. de Coxverſ, There are few free (faith 
ad Cleric.cap. 29, Another) in theſe days 
on 
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fromthe crime of Fornication d, The Pope 
thinking it almoſt a Mt- |, : 
racle ſome Ages ſince to Fins _— a _ 
hear a Candidate for a «© yah, Par 
Biſhoprick atteſted to þigx. 4x. 1234. 
be a pure iygin ©, The 
true Reaſon therefore of this Doctrine, 
which occaſions ſo much wickedref, we 
may learn from the Canon Law: which 
allows not Regular Biſhops to diſpoſe of 
their EfFates by Will, nor others of the 
Clergy to be too free of their Alas in 


: d (how 
their ſickneſs 4, ( a Decretal, Gre- 


earneſtly ſoeyer they ___;: 
: : r.lib.3.d Teſtams 
exhort the Zaity there- F404 g.3:0 Doe 


unto: )) And thus the 

Church becomes their Heir : And theſe 
Spozls of the Clergy ( as they very ſGgnif- 
cantly term them) which fall to the Church 
at thery deaths amount to 4 good round ſum, 
as a judicious Author oÞb- * Furop. Sprcub 
ſerves®.I cannot expreſs ju, 199. 

one half of thoſe Arts . 
which the Roman Church hath to drein 
both Clergy and Laity : But certainit 1s, 
they do draw a Mals of Treaſure Annual- 
ly from the Countries nnder their-yoke, 


inſomuch that it was complained of » 
t 
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the Council of Spain, that Pope Pins 5th 
had got fourteen Millions out of that King. 
 Europ, Specul. dom in a ſhort Space \, 
pag. 198. And in the time of 
Henry 3d of England it 
was computed, that the Poffts Revenne ont 
of thus Nation exceeded the Kings 8. And 
another time complaint 


s Antiquitats 
Britan. p. 178. was made by the En 


b Marth. Paric £1#ſÞ, that there went 
pag. 667. & Eyifi, threeſcorethouſand Mark 
Anglor. ad Inno- yearly out of this Eandto 


G_ Rome ®, I ſhall not 
mention the Frauds and 

Cruelties uſed in ColleCting this Mony, 
only noting that Fohan. Sarwburienſis, 4 
great Bzgor of the Popes ( and a hot ſtick- 
ler in Beckets Cauſe) aſſures us, That he 
Legates of the Apoſtolical Seat, did Tyran- 
mize over the Provinces, as if the Devil 
(faith he) were gone out from the preſents 
I Sariſb. Polyers- of the Lord to ſcourge the 


ticon, lib. g. 6. 16, Conrch i, yet to oppok 
theſe Officers of- the 


Pope, is reckoned at Rome the moſt mortal 
ſin : No wonder then can it be,that Pope 
Srxtus 5th, in five years time got together 
Erve Millions ef Crowns(as Ciracella _— 
us 
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vs) Four Millions of which his Succeſſor 
Gregory 14th waſted in Pomp and Riot 12 
leſs than ten months time : Europ. Spec. Pp. 
263, And indeed they ſpend theſe Sa- 
cred Treaſures as badly as they get them z 
the very Popes themſelves of late deſign- 


ingonly to ſwallow all the little neigh- 


bouring Principalities,and to make them- 
ſelves Temporal Princes,. to raiſe their 
Nephews and Nieces ( if not Sons and 
Daughters) and advance their Families 
to the higheſt Dignities and Fortunes. 
$0 that there is little of Holineff left in 
them but in an empty Title, it being a 
little above a hundred years ſince one 
ſaid, No man at this day looks for Holineſs 
in the Popes, they are accounted excellent, if 
they be tolerably good, or leſs wicked than 0- 
ther men are : Papyr. Maſſon. in Vit. Julit 
31. Az, 1550: and the reſt of his Clergy 
and People .are ſuitable ; for, It cannot 
be diſſembled (faith a late exaCt Obſerver) 
that the whole country is ſtrangelJ over flow'd 
wth Wickednef, with filchinefs of Speech, 
wth beaſt linefs of Actions ; both Governors 
and Subjefts, both Priefts and Fryers, each 
Hriving as it were with other in an Inp#- 
aentneſi therein : E urop. Spec. p. 27. _ 
wW 
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will not purſue this moſt ungrateful Sy 
ject, which I profeſs I do not relate a 
of any envy, or delight in telling ſuch 
ſtories: but I am forced to. ſay theſew 
pleaſing Truths to reſcue your Souls fra 
thoſe who ſerve the ends of their 4 

tion and — out of your Dey 
tion ; from thoſe who perſwade yout 


call that Religion which maintains the 
in the bigheZ# plenty. and luxury: fro 
thoſe who Decree, that Good works mn 
Salvation; . nat becauſe they believe tii 
Doctrine (for if they did, they would 
more Good works themſelves) but becaul 
this Perſwaſion among the people fillsti 


Churches Treaſures, and hath made ti 
Old Pious and poor Prieſts and Deacons 
Rome, Iltuſtrious Cardinals, who in My 
nificence and Pomp dare vye with tit 
greateſt Eſtates of Chriſtendom ;, and 
Great Maſter ſcorns to have Kings all 
Emperors thought his. Equals : Whe! 
fore, when you have duly weighed all til 
and conſidered the Pride and #:ſatia 
Avarice of the Roman Church, and witli 
obſerved, how all the Doctrines in whid 
they fer from us, tend meerly toal 


yance theſe ends, you cannot think 3 
like 
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likely, that ſuch men with ſuch deſigns 
ſhould alter and add totheir Old Faith, 
eſpecially when you hear S. Paul ſay, The 
love of Mony is the root of all evil, which while 
ome coveted after,they have erred from the 
Faith: 1 Tim. V1. 10. . It-is nothing that 
is truly Ancient or really good, that we 
perſwade you to renounce ; but Novel 
Policies and Devices .which miniſter to 

cular deſigns, and you ought to account 
im your Friend whowould reſcue you 
from this abuſe , and perſwade-you-into 
lat Church, , whoſe Principles are Primi- 
ve, plain and honeſt, whoſe Clergy. are 
ontent with the Revenues which the 


Laws of the Land allow them, having 
one of theſe VUnchriſtian Artifices of ex. 
raordinary gains, nor nodeſign to teach 
jou any Dottrines, but ſuch as will make 
you good, and direct you in the way te 
Heaven, 
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SECTION III. 


Whether the ſaid Opinions were n 
eftabliſhed by evil means £2 


T H E next Enquiry is, By what meat 
theſe New Dottrines became fo gen 
rally believed * And here firſt we my 


note, your Church hath good reaſon 


ule this Proverb , Ipnorance is the Mate 
. of Devotion ;, becauſe the wretched blat 
neſs of thoſe Ages wherein theſe Opitt 
ons were propagated, did hugely contn 
bute to their Reception : for it is nottokt 
_ denied, that from the time of the decay 
of the Weſtern Empire, and the Irruption 
| of the Goths and Yandals into Emroſr, 
. there began to be a great decay of Lear 
ing, and Barbariſm crept in by degres, 
which is evident by the different ſly 
and way of writing which the later F 
thers uſe, in compariſion of thoſe w 

hved i the firſt four or five Centuries,al 
at length this Ignorance became fo uit 
verſal, That the fudy of the liberal A 


Was generally laid aſide, asan Old my 
[ 
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an complains * : yea ſuch groſs folly 
en poſſeſt the world * Sabellic. Enne. 
$one of that time con- 9+ (#6. 1. 
ſles) that Chriſtians believed more abſurd 
gs, than ever Pagans *%Apobardus lib. 
ve credit to*., And de dine, 2%. 
at Age which bred vn fin. 
ny of theſe Errors is commonly by 
pur own Writers called, The Obſcnre 
ge |, Ti wholly 1 Baron. Annal. 


Whout any perſons emi- Tom. An.900.5-Is 
it for Wit or Learn- T Genebrard. 
7m, the very anferior ws = 
neſts being not able to 110 2d Pailo- 
arſate an Epiſtle to - a1, Gregorii. 

tm*, which _— 

darkneſs continaed un a'l the weſtern world 

| a few years before the Reformation, as 

ur OWN Eſpenc4 CON- « land. FE, 

fleth ©. Now this grof com. ad 2 Tha. 8 | 


ul muſt . needs | 
ke the world apt and eaſie to be abuſed. 


the moſt abfurd and monſtrous: 
___ fer. Jenorance s the Mather of - 
0r5,AS an old Coun- - i" Tale. * 
lafirms-?, and not of Wo 
ie Devotion i'( as you Weary 
W pretend.) This. made way for the » 
Politick 
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Politick Gaides of Rome to impoſe ſuch 
Opinions on the Church as might belt : 
ſerve their own ends z Theſe T ares were 
ſowed while men ſlept, Matth. xiii. 25. and 
there were many Circumſtances concur. 
ring in thoſe unlacky Ages which contri- 
buted to the'furthering the Romar deſign, 
the withdrawing of the Emperors into" 
the £aſt,and firſt the Decay of the Weſtern 
Empire ; then the deſtruttion of the 
Eaſtern, andthe: deſolation of all the fa 
mous Ortentat Churches by the ſpreading 
Inundation of Turks and Saracens; 10 
that the Pope had neither Emperor nor 
Patriarch (tor a ]5ng time) that could 
oppoſe him, the A4/eries of all Chriſter 

 dom-giving him opportunity to make. 
himſelf the /ole Governor of theſe Parts of 
the World, and none were able to con- 
tend with him,though many complain'd 
of his Uſurpation; Johan. Sarisburienſ# 
telling Adrian 4th (whoasked him what" 
men thought of the Romer Church ) The" 
they eſteemed it a Stepmother, not a MF 
ther——,and the Pope of Rome po wa 

a Rails  Dact LTIEUDES £0 All, itt t 
un __ 6toterable 4, I ſhall nt" 
4}. 24« now be ſo_tedious i 
J 


_ Militant ct it - Ami ended tied ena es — 
p* IR — . X U _ _ _ _—_— = 
mo _ _ —— =_ - —— —_ 
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145 torelate, how this Chxrch by force, 
{ by taking all advantages did attempt 
ſuppreſs all that did oppoſe her = 
ons and Grandeur; what wars the 
es raiſed againſt the German Emperors, 
1t occaſions they took to enſlave the 
| omen, when they petitioned for 

lief againſt the conquering , and cruel 
rhe, what Perſecutions they raiſed a. 
init the Albigenſes, Bohemians and Wick: 
1s, and how they deſtroyed all that 

ed their /nnovations with Fire and 
ord ; only deſiring you to remark, that 
Roman Church was the firſt Author of 


e ering 


- "ip to death for that which = call 


: A practice wholly di 
om the Rules of Chri- | 
lanty 5 from the 0. F: 2 Tim. Wh. 24s 
mon and Prattice' © c | 
R Ancient Church \: (2. TO, 
Ming 4 New and un- Concil. Toletan. 
ol way of Preaching 4 <4: $6- I. 
your 5. Gre , 
free meny fires 10 ag 
bevet; yet by Fireand 
MW £* the modern Church of Rome affrights 
ve World into the embracing theſe Arti- 
$, Or by Ioquiſitions and Racks, awes 
it 
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itinto ſilence. Her Greatneſs and Riches,her 
Intere## and Severty to Oppoſers, ha 
been one ſort of means to obtrude the þe 
lef of her gainful Articles upon men  an( 
her Policies and Frauds have been another, 
for you cannot think it unlikely that thy 
(who have ſo little Piety, as to turnRe, 
lIigion into Policy) ſhould have ſo littk 
boneſty as to equivocate for the defenced 
their Politick, Relegion ; and verily, tht 
Ignorance and Credulity of thoſe blind 
Ages were ſuch, that your Church next 
ſought for ſolid Arguments to conlim 
their New Decrecs, but built them uſualy 
upon Fitsons, and proved them by note 
ri0us Forgeries,and accounted this wayd 
proceeding not only lawful but Piow, © 
that whoſoever reads thoſe Diſcourſesd 
your . Zeſuites indefence of theſe Decelty 
called by them Pe fraudes, will conclus 
the High-Prieſts of Rome-Chriſtian as we 
as Rome- Heathen to have been of opinic 
That i was expedient the people ſhould bet 
ctived in their Religion, as. Scevola the Ph 
gan Pontifex M. in S. Auguitine faith* 
* Avouſt; de C4. * and . no doubt you 


SY oor oo" Church agrees with ti 
Vihe Dez, #6 4- Go 27. Heathen TT | ny 


a> =” ous AS = tw cs ey AS 


—_——C — —_— — =_AL_TIT_ LET REN WW TOE TT TEES 
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ame Author ., where he ſaith, There 
are many Truths in Re- = tow, ibid. 
01077 which ut 14 not Jt. 
expedient for the people to 
know, and though divers things therein be 
falſe, yet the people ought to think, them true. 
The inſtances of ſome particulars will 
make this more evident; 1. Afiracles 
werethe foundation,and moſt authentick 
proofs for Invocation of Saints, Veneration 
of Images and Relicks, Pilgrimages, Pur- 
yatory, Monaſtical Vows, and moſt of the 
gainful Artisles of the Roman Church; and 
yet S. Chryſoſteme ſaith, that there were ns 


fonſrop of the power of Miracles left inthe 


urch in bis tome *, ot. de 
And your S. Greg — ""W 
_ them ' unnecel- 7 Gregor, Mag: 
among Believers Y, bom. 4+ _ 

and ſo Þ many -0- > Angitia. ae 
thers : Yet in-the dark Ven > -Dve hou | 
Ages nothing was more 71 lib. Judic. 
lrequently pretended 
than Xfrracles wrought by Saints living 
and dead, as appears. by the ſtories of 
their Lives ,, and the Legends of your 
Church, which Relations are ſo ſenſeleſs 
and f0 ridiculous, ſo impoſſible and un- 

D likely, 
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tikely, ſo little agreeing with Chronology, 
Hiſtory, or Geography, that the Modern 
Writers of the Roman Party are aſhamed 
of them. Hence your own {an com- 
plains, that theſe Authors of Saints Lives 
with {alſe and counterfeit Fables have blems. 
a Canus, Loc:Com- ſhed the Lives of Saints C 
rn. lib.Il.c.6 And the ſame Write 
* Ide bbinte- faith there Þ, that the 
Author of your ſo famed Golden Legend 
was a man of an Iron forehead and a Lean 
' © Harding & ſoul: Harding allo afft- 
8zin(t Jewels pol. * meth ©, That there be 
many vain Fables i it Simeon Met aphraſte: 
1s another of theſe Meracle Writers, and is 
{0 eminent that he'1s read in the Modern 
© previar. nom; Roman Breviaries 4, and 
F49. Nicol.6-Dic, Yet Cardinal Bellarmint 
. Feſt S. Blaſit, yarn him for incredvt 
t9.'T3-" * ſtories, and relations mt 
Tu ; « Alexth, apreting to Ancient Wri 
/* ters, He adds (ſaith he) 
»:any things out of bis own wit, not as thi 
ivere really done, but as they might have beth 
e Fellarmin. 4 499 ©. And isnottii 
Seriptor. Ectlif. notorious forgery? Yes 
| the Popes themſelves! 
tac lateſtſort of Brewiarres have leſt _ 
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of theſe fabulous A4racles out, ſince they 
have done the work now for which they 
were invented ; the Doctrines ſupported 
by theſe Lies are now generally embfaced, 
and when the arch 1s compleated, the 
props on which it was raiſed, may be 
laid aſide; yet ſtill you ought to ask, If 
theſe ſtories were falſe, how came the 
Infaltble Church to put them into her Of- 
hces? if they were true, why doth ſhe 
now reject them? And it is obſervable, 
that the Romar ( hurch at preſent pre- 
ends but to very few A4:racles, and the 
DoCtors thereof (in this knowing age) 
re very ſhie of believing any at all,as one 
pf your own Prieſts Rog. Widringt 
=—_—_ at large f, The ae 4 Fidels- 
aaſon of which muſt 1,45, c. x. p. 402, 
leeds be, becauſe they © : 
ar this Inquiſitive and learned Genera- 
lon ſhould diſcover the 'fraud of them. 
of lince Afrracles are eſpecially neceſſary 
d convince «xbelievers, there is far more 
d of tc ©.nce the Reformation (when 
many disbelieve theReligion of your 
urch). than| was' before (wheu 21! the 
ons of the Weft were at the Deve- 
ow thereof.) Yet them many Afracles 
D 2 are 
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.are recorded and now few or none, at 
Argument ſufficient to make a wary man 
-believe, there were few real Miracly 
at afly time ſince the ſettlement of Chri 
Nianity ; only the ſuperſtitions and iow. 
rant credulity of the former Apes wasfit 
to be abuſed with ſuch Pretences : And 
now, why are you ſo ſtiff in maintaining 
thoſe Opinions which were believed a 
firſt upon ſo flight and falſe inducements 
-as theſe Legends and AMracles are confel 
fed to be? But this Argument is of late 
J ' fo fully handled by tw 

+ Dr. Sulling- excellent Pens 8, that 


Neet of Miracles < RPE 
And the Refletions AY diſmiſs it, with my 


01 the Romiſh Pe- hearty wiſh you wol 
wOti0ns: read thoſe Trats with 


out Prejudice, being 
written to abuſe real Religion (as ſometd 
you) but to undeceive you,and unmws 
that hypocriſie which hath long walked! 
the venerable Mantle of Truth : 
ought you to be angry at the Relatorsy 
at the Inventors of fuch falſoo;, i 


have got many fair Houſes and Lan 
vail {ſums of Mony and innumers 
coltly Oblations by theſe Fi#ions, tol 
_ {candal of Chriſtsamity it ſelf, My c 


ny cnt, eng by wy wy G4 Aw a eee. a -462-(gyi 
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n{tance ſhall be of the Artifice of Forging 
Records for to atteſt their Novel Dottrines 
(eſpecially that of the Pope's Supremacy) 
they put.out divers ſpurious I racts un-: 
der illuſtrious names, which ſerved to. 
wheadle an.iliterate Ape into a Reve- 
rence for the Roman Church and her Opl- 
nions , whereas now the cheat 1s ſo pal- 
pable, that your modern DoCtors(though 
they keep the Conclulions)diſown thoſe 
feigned. books that were the Premiſes 
from whence they were interred : Of this 
Mature are the Decretal Epiſtles of all the 
Popes from Clemens down to Pope Syrici#/4 
Au. 385. formerly cited as good Autho- 
rities, and tranſcribed ſome parts of them 
Into your Canox Law, but now the moſt: 
learned Romaniſts confeſs a great part of 
them to be meer for- 
geries Þ; Baroniue ſtyles * Jo. de Turre- 
divers of them eApocry- Tem. de Eccl. l. 2. 
pul '; And Cardinal © 7 id ,, 
Ganus faith, That being gygm.cv Scrip. Eecl. 
applied to the times of 1. 1.c.2. 
thoſe Holy men they do Cl. Eſpenczus 


bet k de Contin. l. 1. (2 
oe: 5, ARd Bellarm. de Rom. 


Poitif.l. 2. 0.14. * Baron. Annal. T:2.41-102.5-6,7. 
- Cuſanus de Concord. Cathol. l. 2. G6 34+ | 
D 3 indeed * 


; 

S.-4 % 
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a 


66 Advice to the Roman 


indeed theſe Epifiles were never cited by 
any good old author , and were firlt 
brought into Fraxce by one Riculfus Arch. 
B. of ents five hundred years after thoſe 
Popes were dead, as Fiimemares Arch: B, 
1 Hincm. 3hm. OF Rhemes a Writer of 
lib. Contr. Hincm. that age affirms |, and 
Laudunenſ. Baromus allo confeſ. 
_ ©. Baron. Anva!. ſeth m, Nor did the Re- 
mL An. 895» 5* man See bluſh ſome Cen. 
ty Sg tucies ago to alledge for 
Its Spremacy the moſt fabulous Donation 
of Conſt artine the Great, wherein he is 
pretended to make the Pope head over the 
ww.20.e Church, and ſuperiour to all the for 
Patriach; of the Eaſt ( naming Conſtants 
:ople tor one, which City was not yet 
built) grvmg him in fee the City of Rome, 
and all Italy, with all the Provintes of the 
Weſtern Empire (though he gave all theſe 
to one of his Sofis afterwards.) This ſenſe- 
leſs Edit was pleaded by ſeveral of the 
Popes in former times to countenance 
* Adrian. Ep. a4 their ambitious pre- 
Conſtant. & Iren. tences n, and of Old w« 
AF. Concil. Nicen. ,,,:-..1 without ſuſpici 
2. At. 794 TO by. the raveſt and 
9.Epit.as4 Michael, y & ; 
Conſt, Ax. 1054. learned#t —” 
£114 
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Binu *, who yet confeſleth there, it 
was a meer forgery de- RT <A 
vikd (he thinks) by th - Conſtant. concil. 
Greeks, and now adales ,,, | "I 
all Rom4niſts generally ; 
diſown it, and indeed It 18 as ridiculous a 
forgery as ever the world ſaw. My Bre- 
vity will- not allow me to enlarge upon 
tis Subject, otherwiſe 1 could add innu- 
merable Examples of like dealing. The 
abſurd Coyncil of Sinueſſa, The mon. 
[:rous Recognitions of Clement, The three- 
(cor: nzw Canons father'd by Turriar 
and others, upon the famous General 
Council of Vice, The Pontifical aſcribed 
to Pope Damaſus; with innumerable 
other Tracts of the ſame Metal, being all 
apparent Forgeries, and yet were long 
countenanced by Rome to ſupport her un- 
jult Supremacy and other Innovations. 
My third Inſtance ſhall be of Suppreſſing or 
arrupting true Records, of which take a 
kw Examples: The Legats of Rome,with- 
In leſs than a hundred years after the 
general Council of Nice did produce.two 
Canons (to prove the Popes Right to.re- 
ve Appeals) in a famous Council of 
Crthaze, An. 4.19. Which Canons they 
D 4. pretended 
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pretended were made .in the aforeſaid 
Nicene Council; but theſe Canons whol. 
ly differed from all the beſt Manuſcripts 
of that Council then extant, particularly 
from two eminent ones,which the Africar 
Fathers ſent for from Con(tantinople and 
Alexandria nor do they agree with 
thoſe genuine Editions of the Micene 
Council now extant ; and indeed the 
Council of Carthage received not theſ 
pretended Canons of Nice, but eſteemed 
them to have been corrupted, as we doat 
this day: Not long after (to abet the 
Roman Supremacy) Pope Leo writing to 
Theodoſins the Emperor, cites a Canonof 
a particular and dubious Council at Sur 
dica of later Date and leſs Authority, 
affirming it to be a Canon of the gener 

Council at Nice P :; The 


d Leo. Pap. E- Je ; 
if. ad Theodol Edition of the Councils 


Concile Tom. 2. put out by Dionyſius Ex 
wHus, about Ar. $20 


being for a long time 
the ſole approved Copy extant in thek 
parts of the World, doth in favour 0 
the Popes Supremacy, leave out dives 


Canons even of General Councils " 
0 
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ſem to make againſt it 4, though the. 
ſaid Canons are recor- ; 
ded in Zonaras and Bal- GN —_ Bd 
ſawon, and in this Age Conſtantinop. 
confeſſed to have been Omnes can. Con- 
made in thoſe Councils = pur ygreng 
by the Romaniſts them- 5: we 
Gives but in the time One. _ 
when the Supremacy was 
1n hatching,it was not thought expedient 
thoſe Canons ſhould be known. It were 
endleſs to reckon up all the Additions , 
Diminutions, and Alteratians, which all 
the Roman Editions of the Councils ſince, 
are guilty of z and becauſe an ingenious 
Eſay hath been made that way by a late- 
Author, I ſhall refer my 
Reader thither *, and * Roman For- 
out of infinite Examples &rries print, Lond... 
conclude with one E- 1973 
nident piece of Falifi- 
ation : The xxxv. Canon of the Coun- 
al of Laodicea, forbids the faithful rocall 
a the name of eAngels, which being a 

ndemnation of the DoCtrine- and Pra- 
Ke of Rome in Praying to Angels , thy 
Later Editions of this Council have im- 
pudently put in Angulos [. Angles or 


D's (ornersY 
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Corners] inſtead of Angelos © Angels #7, 


i Angulos legunt. 
Merlin. Tom1.1. 001- 
Ctl. edit. AnI 530. 
Colon. 
 Crabbe p. 226. 
ed. A. 1 5$38.Colon, 
Carranza ſum.-Con- 
cil.pag. 82. Lugd. 
1568. 

* Ap.Lonar, Bal- 
ſam. & Harmeno- 
pulum, 

" Theodor. 71 
Colofe 3. 

Photius Nom- 
Canon. Tit. 12, (+9. 

_ Dionyſ, Exig, 
Cod. Can. 1. 138, 

Creſcon. breviar. 
Can. $.90. 

Fulgent, Fer- 
rand. Brev. Cane 


S. 124, 


- = Cyprian. Ep. 


4O» Edit. 
Gryphit f. 52+ 
Morelli 124+ 


though all the Greg 
Copies * and Father, 
read *Amyrass *, and al 
the old Latm Exemplars 
have, Angelos Y. Yea, 
Pope Aarian himſelf 
(before this worſhip of 
Anoels came up) readit 
[Angelos ] in that Epi. 
tome of Canons which 
he ſent to (harles the 
Great, An. 773. Thus 
they corrupt the Coun- 
cils to ſuit them to 
their own Opinions: 
Nor have ſingle Fathers 
and ancient Authors 
fared better: S. (ym 
an put out by Pamelw: 
is altered in many 
places contrary to the 
ancient Copies 3 for © 
Example where tie i: 
Father faith, che Church I cr 
i fonnded Super PW it 


tram *, Pamelius changes it imto SUP i w 


Petrum , por Peter , inſtead of fr” ; 


SE RT ks 
ock Y., And Ludovicus 
maniſt) aſſures us that doth en 
there are Ten or twelve 7 Editio Pa- 
_ poſitively aſſerting ACIES SS 
vroatory, put into the Pri ; 
y5tws, rater gorge ag 
contrary to the ancient ,, Cap. 24. 
_— z Fulbertus a Z Ludov. Vives. 
notenſis quotes S. Aug. NPAt, 68: ANS.Ce 
aying of the rs CHILES: 
tal bread, T his then us 4 | 
Editions put in) As af lay, 
when indeed S. Auguſtine ſays 1o at 
[peaks his own ſenſe 2. 
Aimonius ſpeaking of * Fulbertus Car- 
the Eighth Council NE 
=, oy determined Te 
out Images otherwiſe than the Orthod, 
Fathers had D ; —_ 
ads b pot —_— and 10. Baronins 
dern Printed Copies b Baron. Anndi- 
quite contrary put in, gy ee p 
m—tctrordixe. a th 4 * Almonius 42 
thodox F 5» DM had D _y _ 
cre 4 r «3 Po wr 
hang .  Butwhy dol 
nd upon particular Inſt ? ; 
as neſs which all Wren an WF long 
ame Villany with ſuborning falſe Wit: 


neſſes,, 
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neſſes, ſtopping the mouths of the True, 
a':1 counterfeiting Hands and Seals, is 
owned by the preſent Church of Rome; 
And S:xtas Senenſis doth highly extol 
Pope P:us 5th. for his moſt holy Decree, to 
burn all Books which were ( accounted) He 
retical, To purge and cleanſe all ( atholich 


Authors., and eſpecially 
4 Epiflol. Nut- ,» 
tu. few org the Writings of h, Fa 
cam Sixti Senen, thers 4, Now 1n what 
manner they effect this 
moſt holy work, the Belgick, Inquilitors 
(appointed by the Roman See) ſhall tel 
you,We ftrike out (ay they) many Errors, 
#7 other of the Ancients, we extenuate 


excuſe them, or by feigning a (ommentitios 
Lloſfs, either deny, or fix a conmodious ſenſe 


. to their words ©, Thus 
de en m_ they ſerved S. Ambri 
his works, cancelling 

and altering whole pages together, col 
trary to all the.Old Manuſcripts, as4P 
peared by the Original Papers which S- 
varias the Stationer ſhewed to Francu Ju 
nins, according to which the Inquiſitor 
f Junii Pref. ad had ordered him taPriidl 
Irdicem Expng, That Edition : Lugda: 
Cen]. Belg, An.ls5 gf. Thus they - 
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True, WM the ſtory of Pope-Foar: out of the Copies 
s, is Wo Anaſtaſtas Biblioth. though the Manu- 


ome; MI ſcripts had the ſaid ſtory in them as Aar- 
extol Ml 4uar. F _—_ —_ _ lent them the 
26. te Wl (aid Manuſcripts 8. An ; 
2s Mi night fill « Volume FW, ning 
hokck MW with Inſtances of like Joan, Papiſ. c. 3: 
cially WY 1147 dealings ; but Lwill 
, Fa 8 only add the memorable account which 
what MW Zoxhornms one of your Divinty Profef: 
t this Ml fors at Lowair gives of himſelf, viz. That 
ſitors MI 6 having been employed by the Inquilitors to 
111 tell MW frike our at leaſt FA hundred places of the 
*rrors, MW Ancients, which ſeemed to makg againſt the 
te and WF Roman Dottrines, was ſs troubled in mind 
titiou WM #997 it, that it was-an occaſion of bus turning 
s ſenſe WI Proteſtant, and made bim reſolve to quit 
Thus WM that Religion which could: not defend it ſelf 
broke WM without Tich manifeſt Im- 6 tis. | 
elling MW pſures >. And I wiſh horn, de Euchari- 
, coll MW the conſideration there- fi2 1. 3. initiq. * 
as ap MW of might have the ſame 
ch 5+ WI effeft upon you ; for the matter of Fact is 
cis 7% WF {0 evident, that the Index Expurgatorins, 
iſitors WJ the Book which directs theſe Falſfications, 
2Print WY 15 now come into - Proteſtant hands to the 
eternal Infamy of the Roman Church ; 
whoſe people cannot rationally truſt to 
any 
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any author which comes through their 
Prieſts diſhoneſt hands; And ſince falk 
Books are invented, true and genuine 
Writers altered and corrupted; or elk MW v 
wholly prohibited, if they ſeem to make Ill f: 
againſt them (for which cauſe Clemen il i. 
8th, puts the Buble into his Index of pro il « 
hibited Books) and all Editions but their M v 
own condemned and burnt by the Roma I v 
Church; the people mult needs be delu. 
ded into a perſwalion, that all thefe New 
Doctrines are Primitive Truths, when in- 
deed this abominable Forging evidently 
ſhews, that the Pope and his Conclave 
think that both Scripture and Antiquity do 
make againſt theſe Innovations, and 
would diſcover the Impoſture , if they 
were ſuffered to ſpeak out; to whom | 
may juſtly apply the words ot Arnobins, 
Tozntercept what is written, and to deſign t0 
ſmother publiſhed Records, is not to defend tht 
Gods , biit to fear the Teſtimony of the 
ks Ae Truth *; And becauſe 
Gent. lib. 1. an men (as S. Auguſt os 
«Aug. de vob, faith) will not decerur 
Apt. Ser.32- but neither good nor evil 
men would willingly be dts 

ceived *, 1 may ſuppoſe that the mol 
Deyoted 
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Devoted Romaniſt cannot but diſcern 
how unſafe he is in believing,as thoſe men 
teach him, who make no Conſcience to in- 
rent, impoſe,and pretend things never ſo 
falſe, provided they may thereby advance 
ticir Churehes Intercſt, or their own pri- 
rate ends ; They who dare write Lies, 
will not be afraid to ſpeak them,and they 
who corrupt the Remains of the Holy 
Saints deceaſed,are not to be trulted with 
the Souls of the living z and whoever 
gives himſelf up to ſuch Guides, unnatu- 
rally chuſes his own deluſion, and deſpe- 
rately hazards his own ſalvation: $.Am- 
broſe adviſeth us if we chooſe a Guide, to 
be careful he be endued with two pro- 
perties, Honeſty and Prudence : for his 
Honeſty will be a ſecurity that he will not de- 
oe xs, and his Prudence will prevent our 
mn 10 Wl jipicion of his being deces- o \, 

[the Wl vedbimfelf |; which wile - of. — 4 
the WF Counſel if you follow, 

uſe W you muſt no longer adhere to theſe un- 
ie WO faithful Leaders: Nor ought you to fear 
ve; WM to forſake them, either becauſe your 
wil WF Forefathers relied on them,or becauſe the 
ds WF Dottrines that they teach were once ſo 


lt W generally received here z ſince your Fore- 
fathers. 
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fathers lived in an age wherein there 
was little means to detect theſe Forge. 
ries, Whereas you are by Providence fl 
Jen into thoſe times, wherein all the 
Diſhoneſt arts of that Church are dil. 
covered ſo plainly, that if your Fore- 
fathers had ſeen as much as you may 
ſee, they would have forſaken Rome long 
ſince, and not have left you this Objetti- 
on to make : Nor are the Doctrines ever 
the better for being generally received, 
when as they were impoſed on the world 
by ſuch evil meansas Force and Fraud; 
whict b21ng thus made evident, you-can 
no longer wonder how theſe Innovation! 
came to be ſo generally believed, being 
propagated by as wicked means as they 
were invented for evil ends : So. that 


now what the Roman Church thought, 


would ſecure her Opinions ( if it could 
have been keept cloſe) mult needs make 
them odions (being once laid open) and 
the Impeſtures which they deſigned ſhould 
tye men to their Church,will (as ſome of 
their own DoCtors have propheſied) be 
an occaſion to make all Diſcerning men 
turn fromit;, for Religion & to be defer- 


dd. (faith Latantins) not with wick uf 
#. 


—_ My 7 —— RV FrY7 oy £3 _ 5 wt 


ms Co 
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but fidelity, for if you attempt to defend Re- 


ligion by Evil Arts, you do lk | 
mt defend, but pollute and 16h, Fo + at . 


volate it ®, 


— 


SECTION IV. 
Whether the ſaid Opinions tend to ad- 


—_——_— 


a vance the Ends of true Religion 8 
() 
td O W though it be altogether un- 


. VN likely thoſe Principles ſhould be 
either true or good, which ſtand in need of 
ſuch arts to propagate and defend them, 
yet becauſe you have been ſo long ac- 
cuſtomed to call theſe things Religion, 
4 and it is not eaſie to lay aſide our rooted 
ov? Wl Prepoſſeſſions, we will paſs to the Third 


w_ Enquiry ,vsz. Whether the things themſelves 
an J be good in their own nature, and Parts of 
oul c i * Religion? Now we may try this by 
ae'O' i conſidering what are the ends of True 
) be Religion, and whether theſe Principles 


mel BY ferve to advance thoſe ends ? True Relb 
f gon therefore hath three Principal ends : 


l. To advance the honour of God. 2: To 
aſſiſt 
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alliſt us in the Devout worſhipping of 
him. 3. To teach us to imitate him bya 
holy life and converſation. Let us here 
therefore examine, whether the peculiar 
Articles of the Roman Church do nat 
hinder rather than promote theſe Ends ; W ir 
For if it appear theſe Principles are dif. W 
honourable to God, impediments to De. Wl 7 
votion, and hindrances to a holy life; Ml 2 
then thoſe Doctrines are alſo Evil in their W G 
own nature,and they can be no real parts ſ / 
of a good or True Religion : Nor mult MW © 
you retain them becauſe you have once Il ti 
judged them good, if upon Tryal they WW h: 
prove to be otherwiſe, Ve muſt be firm WM it 
to our Principles (ſaith Ep'Ct-tus) yet mt Witc 
to all of them, but only to thoſe which an Wto 
right ; we muSt begin at the right a1, and Min 
firſt Lay the foundation by conſidering wh:ther i of 
eur Principles be good or evil, and after build Wl Sc 


* Arrianns in x- 197 that by conſtancy Il G 


piftet. lib. 2. G15 and firmneſs of Reſolu- I 5? 
tion ®, Wherefore let MH 


me deſire.you patiently and impartially I hi 
to enquire He 0 
_ Firſt, If there be not ſome of your We 
Principles and Praftices which tend to I 


the diſhonour of God. If it be a d Ronen 
0 
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to the Divine Majeſty for a mortal man 
tocontradict his Laws by contrary Con- 
ſtitutious, I fear your Church will hardly 
be found innocent : For do they not com- 
mand things which God hath forbidden 
in as plain words as can be ſpoken, as 1n 
the cale of Images, Exod. XX, 4? and 
Prayer in an unknown T onone, I (or. X1V. 
28! Do they not forb:d things which 
God hath allowed,as in the calc of 7refts 
Marriage , Heb. Xlil. 4. 1 Cor. vit. 2. 
Cap. ix. 5 1 Tom. ii. 2 12 ? andtaking 
the Cup from the People? which they 
tavedecreed with a Non obFante, that is, 
iotwithſtanding our Lo:d Jeſus appoin« 
ted the contrary. Do they not preſume 
to diſpznſe with the very Laws of 'Goff,, 
in many caſes of Matrimony and Divorce, 
of Vows, Oaths, Leagues and ContraCts? 
90 that laying aſide the Commandment of 
God, ye hol | the Tradition of men, as Our 
vviour ſpeaks, eWMark, vii. 8. Your 
Holy Father who doth all this may think 
timſelf the greateſt upon Earth, but if 
our Lord Jeſus tell us the truth, He ſball 
ve called lea$t in the kingdom of Heaven, 
Matth. v. 19. 

Secondly, Is it not a great derogation 
0. 
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*Lactant. 1n#it, 
lib. 2. cap. 2. 

P Trenzus adv. 
hereſ. l. 1. co 24. 

T Conczl. Eliber. 
Cans 36. 

Origen zn Celſ. 
tib. 9 


Tertul. Apol. c. 
30» 
 * Cornel. Agrip. 
de Vanit. Scitne Go 
$7 

i Auguſt: de 
Verb. Apoſ. Ser. 15. 

Bern. de Annyun. 
ſerm. 1. p. 123, 

Durand. zn Sent. 
lib. 2. dift. 8: qu-1. 

Walden de Sacy. 
Rit. Tom. Zo Tit. I; 


Cape 7. 


canwe think it to be leſs than Blaſphemy, 
which Bellarmine affirmeth, viz. Thats 
man may be ſaid to. be his own Redeem 
without | 


Purgat, {. 1. c. 14+ Chriſt *, Doubtleſs thok 


© Bellarm, Je 
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to an Infinite and Inviſible Being, tobe 
repreſented by an Image, and worſhipped 
under ſuch Repreſentations ? agreeable 
to the worſhip which Heathens gave tg 


their falſe gods ®, and 
ſome Hereticks. to our 
Saviour P, but contrary 
to the Decrees and 
practice ofthe Primitive 
Chriſtians 4, and tothe 
great ſcandal of Modern 
Jews, who call your 
Churches Houſes of Idals, 
upon this account ', 
Thirdly, doth not the 
Dotdtrine of Meritscal 
a palpable diſhonour 
upon the glorious Re 
demption wrought by 
Teſus Chriſt ? Sure I am, 
divers of the Anctents, 
as.wEl| as-of your later 
writers, think ſo *. Not 


K_ we _—_ Ad i . ann _— —c _ M0 Py FI 


a © «a =» 


PUT PR han I 


any mjury. 


Pye .O_ _ FYy i.% 


who 


tobe 
Pped 


able 
re to 
and 


- our 
rary 

and 
tive 
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who fancy they can redeem themſelves, 
and fatisfie for their own ſins, cannot but 
haye a mean eſteem of Chriſt's Merits 
and Satisfaction. Fourthly, Your prayin 

to Angels and Saints, eſpecially the bleſ- 
kd Virgin,making them your Mediators 
and Patrons, and asking the greateſt 
things of them, hath made Prayers to 
God by Jeſus Chriſt to be generally neg- 
leted by the vulgar people, who ſay ten 
times as many Ave aries as Pater 
Noſters , and wickedly fancy the Bleſſed 
Virgin and Holy Saints are more com- 
paſhonate than our Lord Jeſus. This 


Deftrine ( ſaith a very wiſe man) hath 


wrought that general effelt in all Conntreys 
ſubjett to the Papacy ; that men have more 
affiance, and es to themſelves a greater 
conceit of comfort #1 the Patronage of the 
creatures and ſervants of God, than of God 
himſelf, the Prince aud 

the Creator '®, A fault * Sand. Europz 
which St. Paul lays to SP Þ- $+6,7 _ 
'c T:athens charge, | 

Rom, i. 25. How drnſhonourable muſt it 
needs be,to leave Feſusthat oz Mediator , 
1 Tim. ii. 5. (who always doth certain! 
bear us, and ismoſt apt to pity us, _ | 

c 
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beſt able to help us) to pray to God by 
thoſe, concerning whom your ownDaars 
doubt whether they know any thing done 
= Apa. here % ? and the Scrip 
13. qu. 2. c. 19, Fure plainly faith they 
2 Decyet. Gloſſ. In- do not *, Yea reaſon 
rerlin. in 1a. 63. ſhews it is impoſlible 
* Jobxiv.21,22. they ſhould hear many 
ape 4 Prayers in divers places 
at once. To have the 
worſhip paid to the Maſter and the Ser- 
vants,the ſame in all outward expreſſions, 
only differing In a nice School-diſtinCtion, 
muſt needs be an affront to the King of 
Saints. If you have any tenderneſs or 
zeal for the honour of Jeſus,it cannot but 
be offenſive to you, to obſerve how your 
Legends tell of greater miracles wrought 
by ſome of the Fabulous Saints,than ever 
Jeſus. wrought, To hear one of you 
Church ſay, That Chriſt did nothin 
S: Francis dd not do, y Jobs ” be Ei _ 
than Chriſt bimſelf Y. 
Rag « Conform. Whats m9rc ' a;14jurious 
' che honour. of the 
Divine Majeſtythan yours. Bonaventure's 
r:10g 116 the name of the. Virgin. Mary 


into Davids Pſalms inſtead of the _— 
, 
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f God? To have her adored by the 
eatheniſh Title of = 

Deen of Heaven *, an 
invocated by the im- prove |. bm 
pious name of Jorher * » wifal. Polon. 
of the whole Trinity *) fol. 237. 

heſe things are rather 

laſphemy than Devotion,and as diſhonou- 
able to God as they are diſſonant from 
Antiquity. Let none (ſaith Epiphamins ) 
dore Mary z but why do I mention 4 
Woman? nay, not an) Man : this Reve- 
rerce is due only to God, nor are the Angels 


* Jer.y11.18, Vbz 


qpable of ſuch $7 ifica- b Epiphan. adv. 


on Þ, Fifthly, The ſup- PI 
joling a neceſlity - of (er, 1g. 


wperadding the Sarnts 
zrits and the daily Sacrifice of the 
(ef, tothe Merit of that one Offering for 
which Jeſus made on the Croſs , Heb: ix. 
28. i$an evident leſſening the valve and 
ciency of the Death of Chriſt. Sixthly, 
le calling of the Holy Scripture a Noſe 
Wax, a Leader Rule, and an Inky 
oſþel <, The putting 
be HIT books, ., 
iereinare ſome things "Cams 11h, 3.4.4 


Twrian, in Sadeel, page 99. 
: X wicked 


© Pighins His 
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wicked 4, and others notoriouſly falſe » 
into an equal rank wit 
* 2 Maccab, xiv. the Word of God indite 
42. by the Spirit ; And th 
fe mgm ge king their own Tr 
ras Vi 40. ... 
- £ Concil. Tri- ditions to be equal inz | 
dent. Se. 4- lue toit f, are palpable 
d;ſhonours to God whi 
writ the Holy Scripture. Theſe thing 
( my Friends) can hardly be reckone 
matters tending to the honour of Go 
unleſs you can ſuppoſe the cancelling hi 
Laws, diſparaging his Nature, under 
luing the Merits, the Mercies and the 
eUirracles of Feſus by cheap and odious 
Compartſons, 'the diminution of his ww-MW1 
ſip, and making him ſharer with his SMar 
vants therein , and the vilifying of lh 
Drwvine word, be no diſhonour to him yulfhy! 
pretend to ſerve. Mt: 
Secondly, Let us examine whetin 
theſe Doftrines do aſſiſt you in the Dl 
vout worſhipping of God ? It is very Wii 
picious that that Church doth not tex 
a right way of ſerving God, whichs 
ceives you 1n the firſt Principle of Rel 
gion, VIZ." That God alone is to be wor| 
ped : a Sentence ſo odious to the 6 
JOCK 
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—— 
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Doctors , that the. Index Expurgatorius 
blots it ont of the indices of S. Athanaſins 
and S, Avgnſtines Works 8 , and it they 
could do it undiſcove- ee 
red, they would blot it _ * 4dorari ſolius 


ef tle Bl all CE 


Matth. iv. 10. But there nafii. trdice Uiy. 
It ſhall ſtand for ever to probib. &> Expurg. 
reprove thoſe, who = PE = prmgen 
vide Religious worſhip 7 *27 
between God and his _ _—— _ 
Creatures, thereby dimi- 7 
niſhing that Devotion which intirely be- 
UeWlongs to the Divine -Hajeſty,. ſince af- 
fections are moſt vigorous. when placed 
$ wg upon one Objef, and if they be diſperſed 
is SFamong many , grow weak, and trifling ; 
of lnffiwhence we may conclude, the Proteſtant 
1m juno worſhips none but God, - is the grea- 
Wc lover of him, and worſhips with a 
lore united and fervent Devotion. As 
r your Publick worſhip, it is attended 
ith ſo many Ceremonies as muſt needs 
Wurb the Devotion as well of the Pricſts 
$ the _— ; = is ſuch frequent 0 
" » Croſſing, proſtration, ſprinkling wit 
Holy water Foming the el growl with 
enſe, &c. that the mind is taken off 
E from 
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from a ſteady intention upon the in. 
ward and, main part of the Duty, while 
it is entertained with ſuch variety of ont- 
ward Rites. For our mind (ſaith Quiz 
tilian)) cannot ſincerely intend #ts whole 
#pon many things at once, whatever new 
jelt it looks uponygt gives over the thoughts of 
that which it ff propounded to it ſelf : And 
this is moſt evident where the Ob 
js are: ſo different as ſenſible and in- 
relleftual things are. For where the Senſe! 
and their perceptions. are vigorouſly employed, 
there the Intelle&ual' Powers ceaſe , . 
. _ (as agreat Philoſop 
bln re 14% obſerves b.) So thatiti 
your Paſſions and your 
Fancies that are wrought upon by theſe 
outward. Ceremonies, not» your Mind not 
the higher faculties. of your Souls; and 
therefare that which you. think Devo 
tion, I doubt is but a fantaſtical and falk 
tre, not kindled by the love of God, ndt 
warming your nobler Powers at all, and 
thoſe ſteady, rational and ſpiritual « 
ſires, which flow from an-undiſturbed co# 
templation of the Divine Goodneſs anda 
the very fe of Prayer, I fear you af 


ſtrangers to, being ſo often taken offand 
diverted 
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rerted by variety of ſerſibl: Repreſenta- 
ons. Again, the making all your Pub- 
> prayersin an Unkyown Tongue, de- 
roys all true Devotion in the People 
(lemens of Alex. tells us of ſome Hea- 


ens who thonght thoſe Prayers moſt ef- 
ual which were uttered in a barbarons 
nguage *, But Chri- «i ggem, Alex, 
ans know, that Prayer x$tromat. x. ; 
the defiring ſome- 
ing of God, and if the Mind be not ex- 
led in thisdefire, it avails nothing zg 
t where the words are not underſtood, 
> mind cannot deſire the things men- 
ned, ſo that none can properly pray in 
Unknown Tongue, nor ſ0 muc gre 
lly ſay Amen, 1 Cor. xiy, 167 By 
abſurd Prattice therefore you (ha 


inlearned) ſpend-the time of the Pub- 
oſic ** 1 admiring and gazang, not in 
mw w ..1 the Prieſt ov Praying. And 
aule the people have no = oyment 


the Maſs laſteth, they ſpend the 
vi time uſually intalking and /aughing 
tely,as thoſewho Trayel in Catholick 
nes do inform , , X 
. And it may oc- ,,, gu Ve 
MJour wonder, why 
E 2 the 
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'the Roman Church ſhould ſo obſtina 
refuſe to reform ſo irrational a Cuſter 
which S. Paul hath written a wholeCha 
ter to condemn, 1 (or. xiv. The force 
whoſe Arguments and Authority, hat 
made your wiſeſt Doctors declare agait 
it. By S. PauPs Dottrine (ſaith Cat 
Cajetan) it, us better for the edifying of 1 
Church, that Publick, prayer s were mad i 
ide a 4 the Vulgar Tongue t 
1 Corinth. 14.19. #7 £4tin *. To thefa 
- ® Lyr, #8 Loce - purpoſe Lyra ®. 
your Rhemiſh Anndt 
tors ſay, When a maz prayeth in a ſira 
Tongue which himſelf under ſt andeth nt, Wo 
#s toro fruitful for ay to _ | | 
. 12 4, Pe RUEW particularly 
not. Wee. ro he pam .G abrielBil 
wer ' ſogives ſeveral Real 
why Prayers ſhould be in a kyown Ton 
ſaying, It is better 7. For ering 
votton, 2. for enlightning the Mind, 3 
retaining the things in memory, 4.. for k# 
© Gab. Biel in #44 thoughts from 


Cin. Miff, Lift.62. daring 9. Yet youll 
Wet y mired Church wil 


poſe Reaſon and Scripture, and def 


all the Common people that are of 
Commun 


—_- 
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ommunion, of the exerciſe of.their De- 
otion in her Offices, rather than ſo far. . 
em to confeſs a fault, as:to amend it;. - 
huſing rather to let. you loſe the benefit 
ff worſhipping God, than to reform the 
noſt unjuſt Cuſtomes which ſhe hath once 
ſpouſed 5 but (if you be wiſe) if that. 
nurch will not pray in ſuch a Language 

Is you can joyN In, you will go over tothe 
hurch of England, where you may Pra 
nth the Spirit and with underſtands f4 
a the next place your Private Prayers are 
lot ſo good a way of worſhipping God 
s other Chriſtians have ; The Images and 
Pitures, Which the Heathens firſt raughr 
your Doctors to call, The bo ok of the #7- 

eerred?, and which are _ , », i 
Faced before you in p,, = = 6a T 
ime of Prayer, are NO yang. lib. 3. 

telp, but an hindrance 

0all true D-:votion; for while your; 
ps are repeating your Oraiſons , "your 
nind is taken up with the beauty, colour, 
ments and workmanſhip of the[mate: 


Othat your own Conſcience will tell you, 
y tnele diverſions you often draw near 
9004 with your lips, when your hearts are 
ar from him, Which is a vain worſhip - 

£4. Matth. 
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Aatth. xv. 8. And the Caſuiſts of you 
' Church, foreſeeing that Images woull 
take off the attention, have determine 
moſt impiouſly, That it # not neceſſary 
Prayer that the perſon praying ſhould think 
* Suarez de 0- What he ſpeaks 4, AD 
Yet. lib. 3. c.14-& Ctrine ſuitable enouy 
Salmeron. to that /lizhe- and ſornd 
worſhip which your Church appoints ;and 
the Ogdinary people among you think 
they have prayed ſufficiently, when the 
have patter'd over ſo many little Ora 
as agree to the number of their Beads; 4 


new Invention, wherein Papiſts and Turk 
agree *, which camendt 


> g 
uy; Oclonii hifor- ;nto the Church cilldl 
ſerious Devotion Wil 


« An.Dom.1090. . 
ceaſed !, it being a gl 


he minds his Prayers but little, that needs 
a ſtring of Beaas toreckon them by; jt 
theſe Beads ( ſaith one of your own At 
thors) are now the chief Inſtruments of th 
: . -» hypocrites counter feit Dt 
4; oh. Vie 22,1, 1ſhall notrdd 
| into the body of yoil 


Cap. 9. 
: Prayers, fince the auth 


of the Reflettions on the Romiſh Devotun 
hath ſyfficiently done this ; bur 1 cont 


Catholicks of England... @t: 
but remark, that the repeating Ave 
Maria, and the name of Jeſus fo many 
times over, as in thoſe fifteen little Pray- 
ers in the Pſalter of Jeſus, where the name 
offeſus is thrice mentioned 1n each Prayer, 
and each Prayer is ordered to be faid Ter 
times overz and thoſe numerous names of 
Saints repeated in your Litanies with no 
petition annexed but Ora pro nobis : This 
way of Praying is ſo far from agreeing 
with the Primitive worſhip of God a- 
mong the Chrs/tians, that it is evidently 
derived from that Heathenſh ſuperſtition 
oipraying by repeating a hnndred names of 
their Deities together, interpoſing nothing but 
Obearns *; andin = Seldom to Dir 
manner Baals Prieſts g,-. 7 ., 54. 
Ae ſuppoſed tO pray, —X Saerifte 
I Kings XVIii. 26. But cap. 13: pag. 295. 
Jeſus ſaith to Chriſtians, 

When ye pray, ſe not vain repetitions 4s the 
Heathens do, for they think, that they ſbail 
be heard for their much ſpeaking : Matth, 
"7, Wherefore though you have Md- 
mired this trifling way of worſhip, when 
you knew no better, yet if you would 
«quaint your ſelves with the ſolid and 
rational way of praying preſcribed in the 

E 4 Church 
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Church of England (wherein great thingy 
in an exact method, 1n plain and proper 


phraſes, and in a known Languave, art 
asked of God alone in the name of Feſu 
Criſt) you would eaftly leave off thoſe 
formal,vain and ſuperficial Devotions, which 
can neither be acceptable to God, nor 
profitable unto your ſelves. _ 
Thirdly, Let us paſs to the laſt of theſe 
particulars and enquire, If the Doltring 
of Rome, diſfering from thoſe of England, 
cotend to promote our imitating God 
by a holy life and converſation ; without 
which all our worſhip is in vain; For « 
1s a folly and miſerable errour (faith $, 
Auguſtine) to humble your ſelf before himin 
adoration, to whom you chuſe to be unliky i 
converſation, and to grve him religious wire 
dhip,whoſe Example you will not follow , ſin 
the ſum of all Religion u5 to imitate him yu 
worſhip =, Now there 
are ſeveral Principle 
of the Roman Churct 
which ſeem to hinder an holy life, as fil, 
The cuſtome of {onfeſſing to a Prieſt week 
ly or monthly, together with the «A 
lution following of courſe upon this C# 


" Aug. ds Civ. 
Des, lib. 8. 17+ 


feſſior,, this is (I fear) a great —_—_ 
0 


4 way WW —_—+ <CC.DQOaxS A— 
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to amendment of life, at which it pre- 
tends to aim, for while men relie on this 
remedy, they go on without fear in thoſe 
fins for which they have ſo calle a care at 
hand, like thoſe who venture without 
ſcruple on dangerous Meats, becauſe 
they have their Phyſicians beſide them : 
Tis true there is a Penance enjoined ſome- 
theſe Ml times, but it is ſuch a one as the r-cþ may 
Trine MI buy off and the poor may undergo, and 
land, I 1 both retain the ſin, becauſe the pe- 
* God WI 14rce is not its proper cure z the going in 
thout I Pilgrimage, giving mony, ſaying or rea- 
Fr « MI ding over ſuch proportions of Legend or. 
ith $M little chimng prayers, with others far more. 
impertinent, tend not to reCtific a vicious - 
Ghe is WY £#*t, and a plaiſter on the Toe may as: 

ſoon cure the Head-ach,as theſe Penarnces 


S WOT 

; ſince eltet a Reformation, or obtain a pardon 
;m yu i © Gods hands. And yet all men fee, 
there MY when the day of (onfeſſion is over, an 


the Penance paſt, that you are generally. 


ciples ar | 
_ conhident.of a Pardon, and fancy you be-. 
s fir, Ml $10 upon a new ſcore. It is.not.calie to , 
week-W© Enumerate all, the devices which - your, 


Church hath invented to convey parder: 
f Sins, Holy water, Relicks of Saints, Vi- 
ting ſome certain Churches, ſaying ſome - 

E $s: CErtallcy 
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certain Prayers, making Oblatoris o 
to ſnct. and ſuch ae For aan. 
Other fuch things, ſo that he that hath 
1099 necd never want Pardon from Rome, 
but alas, theſe things can never really 
take away the gwit of one lin,and yet they 
embolden men to commit many ; For 
the multitude of Sinners increaſeth , when 
bope ts given that ſin may be bought off, and 
men eaſuly fall ito thoſe ſins for which Many 
will purchaſe their pardon: as Arnobiu 
faid to the Heathens, who relied on ſuch 
x like fantaſtical means 
| Fora 10 of Remiſſion 0's and we 
216. may ſay of the Gude: of 
your Church, as Senec« 
in a like caſe, They ſin more in ſuch Ab- 
ſolutions , than the Offender doth in the 
Crime Y, For by per 
Y Senec. Ep. 97. {wading men they call 
have Remifſion on (0 
eaſie Terms, they make them ſecure be- 
fore they are fafe, becauſe Almighty 
God, who only finally can Remit, never 
promiſed Pardon on theſe Terms, and it 
is only thoſe who forſaks as well as confef 
their fins to whom he will ſhew Mercy, 
Prov. XXViii. 13, And if either the Pop! 
or 
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or any of his Subſtitutes, pretend to havye * 
and W power to forgive ſizs onany other Terms, 
hath W they abuſe thoſe who are ſo weak to be- 
ome; MI lieve them, and make them forfeit their 
cally MW Souls (1 doubt) for the fad price of this 
they MW Credulity : S. Baſi{faith truly, The power 
For Wl of Abſolving was not abſolutely given, but 
when Wl #30 condition of the Penitents Reformati- 
and FF #5. And we tell our "I 
Mon IN People more ſincerely, ' . ND a 
obiu WM that if a Prieſt Abſolve 
ſuch MW them a thouſand times over, and if they 
cans Il give never ſo much mony, without amend- 
1 we Wl nent of life they can have no pardon, ac- 
cording as Scripture 1t 
ſelf teaches ®, -and the, Z Mr. vi. 7. 


can WW » loſsng thy Mony and thy | : 
1 {0 Pardon alle Þ; Afgain as if » Auguſtin, bo 


mil.244x $0. bots. 


e be- I tie Roman Churchdefign- | 
ghty MW < to make men think their own actual 
ever Wl HelinefS were never neceſſary, they have 
nd it WF other devices to perſwade you into a be- 
onfeſ MY \itf of coming oft well at the end of your 
fercy, © 'ife, howſoever il you have ſpent it : The 


Hereicks in Tertullians time ſaid, It was a 
meritoriou$ 
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meritorious thing to be of their Party ©, And 
; you are told it is ares 
PER 26m oy dy way of Salvation to 
cap. 41, diein the {ommunion of 
the Roman Church, and 

if you can but receive the Sacraments of 
that Church, and be Abſolved by one of 
their Prieſts, you ſcarce doubt of obtai. 
ning Heaven at laſtz and if you have no 
good works of your own, they 'perſwade 
you the Church can ſell you the Merits of 
the Saints, or if you ſhould drop into 
Purgatory by the way, the pains af that 
(they ſay) are not exdlef, and if you give 
{zverally on your Death-beds, or if any 0 
thers afterwards:give' for you, -to Pur- 
chaſe ſo many Maſſes and other Prayers 
for your Soul, you will ere long bedell- 
vered from thence.. All which notorious 
deluſions do miſerably.deceive-poar mel, 
and moſt miſchievouſly. encousage them 
to put off their Repentance, and'to reſolve 
not to be troubled with olnef inthe 
way, fince they fancy they ſhall come off 
ſo eaſily in the end. And alas they are ® 
falſe as they are miſchievous ! for the All 
cient Fathers. unanimeuſly.:: affirm. 0 


mans eſtate can be altered after this =_ 
4 6 
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But as the laſt day of a mans life finds him, ſo 
the laſt day of the World finds hun, Nor 
will any thins help thee 
(faith S. Auguſtin) but 
what 1s done while thou 
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s Auguſtin; Fe 
pſt. 80. y 
e Idem det Verhe 


art here®, Out of in- Apoft. Ser. 21. 


numerable ſuch Teſtt- og 

monies, that of S. Salvian. may ſerve: 
. though a man ſhould have ſo pious a Son 
who for alleviating his Fathers pumſhment, 
would deſire to grve all the goods he left. be- 


hind him, it would: do him no good, for the 
Piety of the Son can do nothing to procure 
that Reſt to a man after Death, which his 
own Impiety and Infide- | | 

lity bach nie bo f, VF. rel 4 
Finally, theſe and the SEIbtHe 
like Principles make ſo many infamons 
men and women, ſo many Threves and 
Mwrtherers, debauched and pfophane 
perſons to take SantFuary in the Romar; 
Church, becauſe the Tencts-thereof ſeem 
not to oblige them- to- forſake- their evil 
ways, but recofictle wickednefi and Sal- 
vatioz together : ſo that this Religion 
tends not to perſwade mento Holmeſf of 
lfe, and therefore is no good Religion; - I 
Fant there: are ſome Perſons in that 
Church 
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Church who live better than theſe Op. 
2101s engage them to do,and do not draw 
thoſe Concluſions into their praCtice 
which naturally follow from theſe Prin 
ceples ;, but that is only an evidence of the 
Excellent vertue of ſuch Perſons, but no 
proof of the goodneſs of theſe DoCtrines; 
and. if theſe men be Hely in a Religion 
which gives ſuch encouragement to ew, 
doubtleſs they would be more holy by far, 
if they were taugat better things : I ſhall 
only add, that as the Romaz Church is to 
looſe 1n matters pertaining to Gods Laws, 
ſo ſhe Is roo tri in matters pertaining 
to her own Conſtitutions, like the-Old Phe 
riſees who Twhed Mint and Anniſe, and 
negleited the weightier matters of the Law: 
Matth. xxili. which is a great obſtrudti 
on to real Holineſs, when men place Re- 
ligion in Ceremonies and ſlight things, for 
while they are curious in theſe matters, 
they neglect greater, and think by obſer- 
ving the Rules of the Church, they com 
penſate for paſſing by the Laws of God. 
Your own Ordigary Gloſs ſaith, Thats 
Superſtition, when Religion ts placed in obſer- 


t Gloſ.0rd5. as ing. the Ordinances of 


ColoC 2.  ,men'8; Andifſo, then 
H your 
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your wonderful ſtriftneſs in Croſſing, Bow- 
mo , uſing Holy Water, eAbſtinence ON 
certain days, wearing Groſſes, &c. in 
which you have placed ſo much Religion, 
are no better than Superſtision, It cannot 
be denied, that moſt Roman Catholicks are 
more afraid to cat fleſh on a Faſting.day 
than to curſe or ſwear ; they will be drank, 
on a Holy-day which God forbids, but not 
work on it becaule the Church forbids it 
many of them dare fornicate all debanch, 
who dare not neglect Confeſſion, nor read 
a book written by a fuppoled Feretick : 
And generally, they are punctual 1n cre/- 
ſig, ſprink/sng,, bowing and obſerving all 
Orders of the Church, even ſuch as live 
in the open breach of Gods Commanad- 
ments, and yet fancy themſelves more 
ſure of Heaven than the moſt pious and: 
holy Proteſtant : Thus this Religion is 
too firiff where God gives us more liber- 
ty,and 200 remsf{ where his Holy Law hath 
bound us with Eternal and Indiſpenſable 
bonds; and it is deſigned to promote Obe- 
tence to the Roman Church, rather than 7n- 
Ward bolinef towards God: The effect of 
al which Conſiderations is this , That 
wnoſoever fincerely deſires to _ 
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God and worſhip him with a rational Dr 
votion, and whoever would imitate him 
by a Holy Life, ought not to chuſe or re. 
tain ſuch a Religion whoſe Principles tend 
ſo evidently to the diſhonour of Gods 
Name, the hindrance of true Devotion, 
and to the rendring a Holy life unneceſ. 
fary: And as it was proved before, that 
the appropriated Articles of the Roman 
Faith were not Ancient, nor induced for 

Pious ends , nor propagated by honeſt 1 
means : ſo now it is evidenced, the Art» MW 4 
cles are not good in their own nature,and il (4, 
therefore there is no reaſon why you WW 44, 
ſhould not renounce them, unleſs youre- MW ,,, 
tain them in meer Reverence to the Au- 8 G,, 
thority of the Pope who doth impoſe WU aw 
them, which Matter 1s the Subject of our WW yh 
laſt Enquiries. 


p 
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SECTION V. 


Whether the Roman Biſhop have ſuf- 
ficient Authority to impoſe the ſaid 
Opinions upon all Chriſtian C hurch- 


es £ 


He Laſt, and almoſt the only ſhelter 

that your Doctors ftie to at this day 
forthe defence of your Principles is, That 
the Biſhop of Rome # the ſole Vicar of Chriſt, 
the Infall:ble and only Fudge of Controver fies, 
and the Supream Head of the Univerſal 
Gurch; and hereby their Adhetents are 
awed into the retaining all his Decrees of 
what nature ſoever they be. But let me 
beg leave to adviſe you not to lay ſo much 
ſireſs upon theſe Titles and Authority, 
till you have ſeriouſly examined by what 
Right the Pope laies claim to them; for 
his Power had need he very greatand his 
Proofs very good, upon the Credit where- 
of you reccive ſo many new and ſuſpici- 
ous Articles of Religion, ſome of which 
w2 ought not to receive though preach- 
eq by an Anz: Gal, 1; 8, 9. And firſt, 
though 
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though we ſtand not much upon Titles, 


you may note that the name of Yicar of 


Chriſt is never given to the Pope in the 
hiſt Ages, and when this Title came into 
uſe, it was not appropriated tothe Biſhop 
of Rome , but other Biſhops and Prieſts 
are [tyled Yicars of Chriſt alſoeven by a 
R Pope of Rome ®, asalſ 
—— a by an undoubted friend 
i Epiff. Wil. Se- Of the Roman Church'; 
non. 2p. Hoveden. and by our own Saxon 
ag Im ne. £9 E: Sothattherei 
denf. ap. Spetr, 19 reaſon for the Romas 
Tom. 1. pag. 440» Biſhop to challenge any 
propriety in- this Title, 

or any ſpecial Priviledge by virtue there 
of. Secondly, Asto his being an Infabebl; 
Fudge and the Supream Head of the Ce 
tholick:Church throughout the World, you 
may remember we have proved, there 
are more Chriſtians in the Warld who 
deny this Supremacy of Rome, than there 
are who do acknowledgeit: And if the 
belief of this Infallble Headſhip be the 
reaſon why you receive other Articles 
of Faith, then this'is the moſt fundamental 
Article of al! others, and ought to be the 


beſt atteſted : And if our Lord ws 
a 
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had deſigned to make S. Peter and his 
Succeſſors at Rome (not at Antioch) ſuch 
Supreme Infallble Fudges , we may expect 
he would have ſet down this Article 
plainly in Holy Scripture, and not have 
left his ſole vitible Yice-gerent to the ſuſ- 
picion of bearing witneſs to himſelf, As 
for that place Matth. xvi. Thou art Peter, 
and upon this Rock, will 1 build my Church : 
itis indeed by the Popes in their Farged 
Decretals expounded as a confirmation 
of their pretences to. Sypremacy, but the 
Fathers take this Reck,, not for S. Peter's 
Perſon, but for his Faubh which he can- 
feſſed, and for Chriſt himſelf the Object 
thereof: So $. Angu- 
fine), Nazianzen ®, S, F : Aug: de verb. 
Cyril a, SC iſoſtome 0 _ er. 13» 
S. Ambroſe ond He 1, TS 
lary 4, expound the =Cyril, de Trin. 
place; and if ſo,. this Ub. 4 
belongs no more to $, * Chryſolt. hom, 
Peter, than to the reſt of 55; \* _ 
mbroſ. Com. 
the Apoſtles who con- ;; Epher. 2. 
felled the ſame Faith, 4Hilar. de Tiin- 
and belongs no other- #6. 2. cap. 6. 
wiſe to the Pope, than 
as he varies not from 5S. Peter's Faith, 
and 


| 94 Advice to the Roman 


and ſo far it belongs to all Orthodox 
Biſhops with reſpect to their ſeveral 
Churches: And for the Keys of the King. 
dom of Heaven, ver. 19. they were given 
as much to the other Apoſtles as to $, 
Peter, Matth. xvili. 18. (as alſo the afore- 
ſaid Fathers do obſerve) being all equally 
ſharers in the Power of the Keys, . and all 
Founaations as well as $. 
= "py Johan. Peter r, ſo that S. G- 
ut oF Y:4n plainly tells us, The 
" __ Fl of the Apoſtles were as 
Origen. 71 Matt, £7e4t 4s S,Peter,endowed 
att. 1. with an equal ſhare of 
 Hilarius de Th Fipnour and Power * : 
—_— is Jovin. Nor do we find that e- 
'/ ver S. Peter pretended 
[Cypr. de Unit, to any Power over the 
Eceltf. other Apoſtles. Peter, 
Fames and Fohn, though 
preferred by Chrt/#(ſaith Euſebius) before the 
reſt, challenged not to themſelves the glory of 
Primacy, but choſe James the Jult, Byte 
of the c Apoſtles *: An 
” 747 Hams : Fam: were greateſt, it 
was S. Fames, WhO Was 
Preſident in that firſt Council at Fer# 
alem , and did determine the Queſtion 
there, 
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there, though S. Perer was preſent *, 

Yea, Clemens Biſhop of 

Rome in the firſt Decre- * Acts XV 13s 

tal Epiſtle (a good evi- 

dence againſt the Inventors thereof ) 

ſtyles this very S. Fames, Biſhop of Biſhops, 

governt 4 {ge Holy Church of the 4h 

at Jeruſalem, and alſo all the Churches, 

which were eve "Y where founded by the Pro- 

vidence of Go And 

an Ancicnt Council _ * Pecret. EpiS. 

calls Feruſalem the o- C—_ L #3 Tie, 

ther of all Churches Y;, » - rae Con. 

but as for the Primacy ſtant.I.Ep. ad Dam. 

of Rome, there is no 

genuine Author for the firſt Three (er- 

turies takes any notice of it, and e/£neas 

Sylvins * afterwards 

Pope confeſſeth, There * ne, Sylv. 

was little reſpect paid to Ef 288. 

Rome before the Nicene 

(3 ouncil : af Polycrates and the «Aſian 
iſhops had hw of this Infallibuity 

and. Supremacy, they would not have op- 

poſed Pope /:@or's Opinion, nor deſpi- 

ſed his £xcommunication ſo boldlyas they 

did z- neither would Ireneus Coho calls 

the Biſhops of Rome no more but: Presby- 


ters) 


g6 Adwiceto the Roman 


ters) have preſumed to reprove the ſame 
Vittor for his arrogance and indicretion, 
: Euſeb. Eccle as we find hedid *. $, 
hifte l. ge G 24- : Cyprian ſurely never 
heard of this Power of 

the Roman Biſhop, who calls Corneliu 
Biſhop of that See, no more but Brother 
and Colleague, and gives to Pope Stephen 
his Succeſſor at Rome, the Titles of Falſe 
Apoſtle, Schiſmatich,,friend to Hereticks, and 
enemy to Chriſtians : utterly deſpiſing his 
7udgment,. and not regarding his Derer- 
+ Cyprian. ad a 2, — if 
ts 54premacy nad been 

: believed = the firſt 
Apes of the Church, the Roman Biſhops 
ſenſe wonld have been enquired of con- 
cerning all controverted places of Scrip- 
ture, his Decrees cited to filence'Heretichs, 
and all Appeals muſt have been made 
finally to him : He afoſhould have cal- 
led and preſided in all'eminent Commcils, 
whereas Cardinal Cuſarw affirms, That 
the Emperours or their Deputies were Pre- 
"i 9 ſidents in Eight General 
60r. Cath. l oq bx Councils Þ. Nor did the 
Fourth General Coun- 

cil at Chalcedon ſuppoſe that the Romare 
Biſhop 
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Biſhop had any Supremacy give him from 
s, chriſt, when that Council ſaith, Rome 
S, WMbah juſtly had'the Priviledges groven unto 
r Mi by the Fathers, becauſe it was the Seat of 
f Wh: Empire; and for the ſame Reaſon they 
s Wren equal Priviledges to the Biſhop of (on- 
y Mantirople ©, Yea, S: © concit. Chal. 
» {oretory Bilhop of Rome ,,, 28. 4n. 451. 
e faith, The Fathers of the 
1 Counci, of Chalcedon were they who offered 
3 W's Predeceſſors the Title of Univerſal 
bihop, which yet th 
acepted not 4 : And x4 __ My - 
convince us that this * * 
* [MUnverſal Supremacy isa late Device, it 
| Sevident, that it was not only unknown 
to others in the firſt Age, but to the very 
Popes themaſelves, as theſe-few Inſtances 
wil ſhews Zberins Biſhop of Rome Ar. 
350. ſending the Confeſſion of his Faith 
to Arhanafins deſireth his Approbation 
thereof, That 1 may krow (ſaith he) whe: 
Mer I am of the ſame Fudlgment with you in 
Matters of Faith, and\that 1 may be more 
"41, and reattly ey aan 
wr commands. - An ad EpiQtct.,',: / 
wen the Biſhop of Con INS 
#4r:inople began to call himſelf Wniverſal 


Biſhop, 
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Biſhop , Pope Gregory in his Epiſtle to WM 5Su 
Mauritius the Emperour ſaith, He admire; WM he 
at the Arrogance of aſſuming this New Tule, Ml Pl 
which none of the Biſhops of Rome had ever Ml (þ 
accepted of, a Title blaſpbemous to Chriſtian C 
Ears; and with many other words he Il cic 
inveighs againſt this Title, as unfit for W ne 
any Chriſtzan Biſhop, as may be ſeen at I pe 

= '',. large in his Epiſtles f, WW ic: 


f Gregor. EpiF. - : | 
13h. 2. 24 Maris And in his Epiſtle to Wl m 


EviRt. 22, 36, 38. Eulogins Patriarch of 4. © wi 
$9350 7 Sbie he is Sl 6 
ſed that Eulogius. writes to him by the WW W 
proud Title of Univerſal Biſhop, deſiring WW d« 
kim wholly to forbear that languaze, fn of 
(ſaith he) That & a diminution to you, which | 1t 
#5 afforded to another beyond what reaſon YN al 
doth require : And he there tells Enlogi, BY at 
That the Council of Chalcedon had ofired ſh 
this Title te. the Old Brſhops of Rome, wu i A 
8 Gregor. Epiſt. the would not ennye # * = 
lib. 9. Ep. 30. Of which he gives this | i 
| Reaſon in' another E- Iſl T] 
piſtle, —— becauſe 5f one Patriarch be called i} v4 
Univerſal, the name of Batriarch is tak MW $ 
2 obrn his om the reſt Þ. Ando Wl 
;.2dem 246. 7: littledid Pope Bonifan if B 
—_—_ think of deriving Is 
Supremat) 
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Supremacy from Chrilt,that with intreaty 


he obtained of the intruding Emperour 
Phocas to decree, That the Roman Church 


ſhould be Head of all 
Churches, as the An- 
cient Hiſtorians wit- 
nefs *, But this Im- 
perial Conſtitution will 


ſcarce juſtifie'the Supre- . 4 
and Furiſaittion. 


macy 
which the Pope now 
caimeth over . ay the 
World, and it ,btterly 


dellroys the pretences- 


i Beda de 6.etat. 
Mundi. 

& Paul. Diacon. 
r&, Rom. lib. 18. 
Hiſtor .Longob, lib. 
» Cap. Ile 
Anaſtaſ.B:bl.Vit. 
Bonif. Tert:s. 

Ado etat. Sext. 
Reg. Chron. l. 1» 

Amon. de geft. 
Franc, |, 4 G 4+ 


of a Divine Right'to1t. 

[t would be.too' tedious to relate at large 

all the ſteps by which the Biſhops of Rome 

attained to their preſent Grandeur; I 

ſhall therefore only note, that the firſt 

Are degan early to;complain of his Er- 

croachments. and i Ambis; 1 1g 

on 1; and all ſucceeding t.,_.-=yg = 

Times frequently op- 

poked the Pope's Pretences herein; The 

_ Cones of — allowed not his 

Claim © eals ®, SO 

Biſhops kgs rance COM-: SG 1 Pe 

Plain of his ſending a a 
F Legate 


ro Advice to the Roman. 
Legate to Dedicate a {þurch there, as an 
undue Act, contrary to the Ancient Ca- 
nons and all Primitive Conſtitutions, For ri 
thouch (faith the Hiſtorian) the Biſhop of Wl 1; 
Rome for the dignity of his Apeſtolical Seat, ll Fr 
be more venerable than other Biſhops, yet it fl the 
vw wot lawful for himin any thang to tranſ- lf thc 
Lreſs tie Tenor of Canomcalrules ;, and as Won; 
every Biſhop of the Orthodox Church is the the 
Spouſe of his own See, and repreſents the per- ma 
fon of our Sawour, ſo it cannot = to ay WW Fre 
Biſhop, boldly to att any thing in the Diocef Wit i 
of axorber ® , the like WKin 
4 rg gt checks the Popes fre Whout 
_ -Y bite 3%. 2* quently received for [ivy 
* Yita Ludoy, Medling in France, frem the 
Pi; 4 P. Pithxo the Princes of that Na- Fri 
edit. 7 _— | tion ®. About = or 
\ Gora: FTC: ® alſothe Biſhops of ta 
P. Pithzo rode Atts complained Ky the is 
man Uſurpation tothe Patriarch of (ann: | 
/? a1:tinople, as appears by Photins's Letter, Weſt 4 
' in anſwer to that com- 
* Phorius Con- ylaint, extant in Car- You b 
ſtanc. Ep. Encycl 9:11 Barowins P. 
a). Baron, An 863, there are many like Ex- 
ou” | amples in the Hiſtorians 
of thoſe Ages, wherein this bold Jari 

] 
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dition began firſt to be exerciſed ia this 
Weſtern part of Ex- 

rpe 4. And to this very _* Conſtit.maper. 2 
day the Churches of Toms Is 


France do little value iy pm_Dh ORR 


the Pope's Supremacy , þ;8. lib. 6. cap. 
nk in other Opias & 10. | 7 
ons they agree with © Bochellus l. 5. 
the Roman Church, as © —_ Ecclef. 
» my be ſeen in the = noe gt lik. 
,y French Writers T, And Ecclefe Gallican. 
f Wit is not long fince the 3. $. 3. #. 13. 

xe Wing of France was a- 

© bout to take away his : 

or WNations dependence from Rome, by ereCting 
m Fitte Archbiſhoprick of Burges into a Pa- 
a Ffrirchate. And now, why ſhould you be 
aned into the belief of Evil and incoveni- 
ent DoCtrines'by a pretended Supremacy, 
not given by Chriſt, not-challenged by 
hd beſt Popes, not acknowledged by the 
leſt Chriſtrans, \not' mob regarded by 
ome Catholick Countries? Why ſhould 
jou be enſlaved by an Authority gained by 
raud and policy, confirmed by force and 
ety, enlarged by dividing Chriſtian 


ns Frinces, by the undermining the Empire 
' Wed oppreſling many. Ecclefiaſtical and 
F 2 Tem. 
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- Temporal perſons in their juſt Rights? 
Why ſhould you fear to renounce an 
Uſurped Juriſdiftion,fince what ts unjuſt 
ſeized on at firft,;can never be legally enjoyed, 
ty Rk , or it confirmed by thy 
rout. 1. Bales EY, Proferiprion of 
mon not. in Concil, 7 9me ©, AS tne Civ: 
Ancyran p. 378, ſpeaks? I mult confels 
1 cannot: ſee that any 
Chriſtians without the Pale of his own 
Dioceſs, are obliged to own him further W thy 
than by the reſpe& due to a Biſhop of an I har 
ancient Patriarchal See, nor ſo far neither anc 
if he be nob content with his own, and Ch 
keep not cloſe to the Primitive Faith. I the 


= 

| thi 

SECTION VI. = 

I 

Whether .the Pope hath any Right to A 

wh = goon on 

. OXECYCI ſc a Turiſaid 20 over Eng Cor 

| land. Don 
"IN In 

B UT ſince my Diſcourſe is directe« =_ 

particularly to the Carholicks of EY bu 

lard, it will be moſt conſiderabic top 6, 


quire, Whether the Roman Biſhop can jul 
= 
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claim any Authority over them? and (if 
Prejudices were laid aſide) I doubt not 
an WF but to make it evident, that the Pope ne:- 
ftly WM ther hath nor ouzht to have any Authority 
yed, WM over this Nation. For firſt, let it be con- 
the Wl fdered that Britain was the firſt of the 
of WY Provinces which did publickly profeſs the 
Lon WY Faith of (Chriſt, ſaith Sa "_ 
Fes WM bellicws *, which is alſo 1;h we AA 
an) i atteſted by other more my Td Py WY 
own W Ancient Writers ®. SO Jud. 7. 
ther WI that it is agreed on all =Theodoret. de 
fan hands, here was a true © Gr#c. aff Sere 
ther W 2nd perfect Church of *' 
and WI Chriſt near five hundred years before 
- If they had any Communication with the 
Biſhop of Rome, or knew one ſyllable of 
this foundation-Article of the Modern 
Faith of that Chureh, viz. ofthe Pope's 
Univerſal Supremacy : It is alſo certain 
the Church of Britain was not ſubject to 
Rome at the time of the Firſt General 
Council at Nrce; And in the Sixth Ca- 
non of that Council it is decreed concern- 
Ing the three Patriarchs Juriſdictions , 
That the Ancient cuſtom ſhould be eſta- 
blſed, that Egypt, Libya and Pentapolis 
ſtould Le ſubjett to the Biſhop of Alexandriag 
F 3 » »bt6a ufe 


Io4 Advice to the Roman 
becauſe the Biſhop of Rome had the lik 
Cuſt ome, and likewiſe ſo it was at Antioch, 
and in other Provinces the Privileges ſhould 
: ' be preſerved to ther 

Can. 6. Concil. Churches, &c. *. Now 


Nicen. juxt. Di . 
nyC, This. vo 24 Ancient Cuſtom 


| 

| 

and Priviledge of this MW | 
Church of Brita then was to governit Iſl - 
ſelf without ſubjection to any Foreign MW « 
Patriarch, and the Pope could not uſurp WW t 
any Dominion here afterwards without WM 1 
tranſgreſſing this Canon of the moſt fa- MW a 
mous General Council; eſpecially if we MW = 
conſider how this Canon was expounded W © 
in Ryffinus's daies, viz. That Rome ſho:ld MW 1 
have the Government of the Suburbicaiian MW 71 
Churches y, And the I ft 

F Y gifor. Ecchs Ancient Survey of the W Þ: 
Kb. Is G. 6, Imperial Provinces Will Bi 
tell you what the Subur- 

bicarian Region was, viz. Three Iſlands, 
Sicily, Sardinia and (orſica, and part of 
Traly, from the Eaft end to the border of 
Tam Weſtward : And this was all the 
Ancient extent of the Romax Biſhops Ju- 
riſdition,the reſt of /raly being under the 
Metropolis of 2Millain, which Church ot 


Old paid no Sybjeition to Rome ; mn 
els 
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leſs could any be due to him from Bri- 
:ain, Again,in the Third General Coun- 
cil of Epheſus Ar. 431. it was decreed, 
That in all Dioceſes and Provinces it ſhould 
bereafter be obſerved, That no Biſhop ſhould 
benceſorward lay hold of another Province, 
which had not | names and from the begin- 
ning been _ the power of their prede- 
ceſſors *, which Canon _... 

the Pope muſt break al- PRE. 1 co Rs 
ſo, before he can aſſume 

a power over the Church of ZBritain, 
which, with the Ifland of Cyprus and fome 
other places, was its own head (as thoſe 
Times phraſed it) and ſubject to no fo- 


reign Patriarch : So that when Anguſtine 


the Monk (coming over to convert the 
Pagan Saxons) required the Britiſh 
Biſhops to profeſs Subjett;on to the See of 
Rome ;, They did by virtue of theſe Ca- 
nons refuſe it,telling him, They had a Pa- 
triarch of their own, to whom alone they were 
Jubjeft in Spiritual things under God : And 
Dinathus Abbot of Banchor by divers 
Arguments ſhewed,they owed no Subjeltion 
tothe Roman Biſhop : as 

i Geofr.Mony.dt 


an Old Hiſtorian in- 
forms us 2, And ac- Aug: verſ. fin. 


F 4. cordingly 
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cordingly the Brit:ſh Biſhops retained 
their Old Rites different from Rome, and 
kept their Old. Priviledges, being conſe. 
crated by the Archbiſhop of S. Davids, 
and he by his own Suftragans, makrng no 
Profeſſion of Subje-tion to any other Church 
» Gyrald. Canb. (ſaith their Hiſtoriand,) 
"T8; YEE which continued till the 
_ days of King Henry the 

Firſt, The Saxons indeed ſhewed more 
Reſpect to Rome, becauſe it had aſſiſted in 
their (onverſion, hence they ſometimes 
asked Advice of the Pope, as of an Emt- 
nent neighbour Patriarch, but their 
Biſhops never profeſſed Subjettton to Rome, 
nor did they own his Supremacy, Or look 
on him as an /nfallible Fudge, as appears 
by their not obeying the Pope's Decrer 
made in a Roman Council, about reſtoring 
Wilfrid to his Archbiſhoprick of York Ar. 
680, And though the Pope had con- 
firmed and recommended the Canons of 
the Second Nicene Council about Image, 
the Engliſh Church rejefted and deſpiſed 
them, writing a Book to condemn Htmage 
worſhip, in the name of all the Princes and 
Biſhops of Exgland, and ſending it to 


Charles the Great of France, by Set 
ne 
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ned Alcxinus, as our Hiſtories do attelt <, 
And moreover it is evlÞ _ 
dent thatallEcel:ſiaſftical , Foved. mate. 
Laws were then made ? loan , -< 
by the Saxon Kings and An. 993, 

Biſhops, in their Pro- 

2incial Councils, by their own Authority, 
and often without ſo much as acquain- 
ting the Pope therewith, or deſiring his 
conſent thereto, or confirmation there- 
of : The Popes indeed about the latter 
end of the Saxon times began to degene- 
rate in manners, and aim at high things 
inall the Weſtern world : but this Pride 
was checked here, even as (as we ſhewed 
before) it was in other places: for when 
that Inſolent Pope Hildebrand (who firſt 
preſumed to depoſe an. 
Emperour 4) took the _* Onuphrius 7; 
boldneſs torequireFeal- 7% S7e8: 7+ 

ty of King Wilkam the 

Conqueror, he anſwered him in this man- 
ber, Fealty I neither have acknowledyed, 
nor will I do it, becauſe neither did I promiſe 
it,nor do I find that my Predeceſſors ever aia- 
it to your Predeceſſors, as appears. by the 
(onqueror's Letter ſtill «pon, 4rx4.. 
extant ©, And when by Alte 1076» $+ 25+ 
F- Policy 
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Policy and evil Arts he had made ſome 
encroachments here, yet till his Power 


was eſteemed no other than a Temporal 


Power, permitted by the favour of our 
Kings, not due by any Original Right: 
Hence the Hiſtorian ſaith, That Kin 
Henry the Firft having ſubdned all his E. 
rremies, ſeared none but the Pope, and that 
. .. not for his Spiritual, but 
"An, _ -o _— Temper Power |, 
And an Old Record af: 
firms that King Henry the Second ſmart. 
ly asked the Biſhop of Chicheſter, How he 
aurſt argue for the Pope's Authority which 
was granted by Men, againſt his Royal Power 
5 Record, 4 derived from God & ? The 
& ttr- - 

25s Hen, 2. turbulent and ſeditions 
Attempts of T. Becket 

and his fation about that time, to ſubject 
the Engliſh Clergy to the 'Pope, are ſut- 
ficiently known; but - if our anceſtors 
(whom you call Romar Catholicks) had 
bcen of your Opinion in this great Ar- 
tice of Faith, they would not have made 
ſo ſtout an Oppoſition againſt the Pope's 
Supremacy as they did : It being apparent 
that the whole body of the Nation then 
looked on it as an Encrogchment and.al 
Uſurpation 


Sa a IJ =-8s DP 5.”n8 8 


Ly 
dy 


if 


(> 
f- 
[$ 
ad 
\[- 
de 
% 
nt 
en 
an 
v3 


ſrexld bona fide, 


Uſerpation ; for in the famous Statutes. 
of Carendon they condemn it, Decreeing 
among other things, That all the Clergy 

x3 dh to the King, and 


wore ſhould Appeal, but unto the Archbiſhop, 


or from hum finally to the King, without parti- 
An 


cular Lycence ®, k : 

to reſtrain his medling ,,, = FO. 
here, the Kings of Exg- 

land declared, they had a Right to forbid 

tie Pope's Legates from entring into this 

Land,and often did prohibite them (even 

Q. Mary her ſelf exerciſing this Power) 

yea, it was adjudged in a Parliament 25- 
Ed. 3. TobeTreaſon to bring in the Pope's 

Bulls here witheut the Kings conſent, Stat. 

& Proviſor. though the ſending thele be 

an Act of Spiritnal Juriſdiction ; but it 

plain they would not allow the Pope in: 
tnoſe days to exerciſe Spiritual Furiſdzition 

tere without the King's leave, for. his 

rery Excommunicating certain Englſb 

Biſhops in a Parliament 16 of Rech. 2. is 

declared to tend To the open diſheriſon of” - 
the (raw, ard the deſtruition of the King, | 
bw Law; and all his Realms, and 2 little 

aſter it-is affirmed there, that the Popes 
Utempts be clearly againſt the Kings Crown - 


and. 


II Advice to the Roman 
and. Regality, uſed and approved in the 
time of all his Pro- 
genitors ?, finally there 
tore they all promiſe to 
ſtand with the King'a- 
2ainſt all ſuch Encroachments with their 
very lives: And if you-'be well verſed 
(as becometh Engliſh-men) in the Hiſtories 
and Statutes of your own Country; you 
muſt needs know that the Authority 
which the Pope once exerciſed here, was 
gotten by taking advantages of the ne- 
ceſſities of our Rings, and the diviſions a 
mong the people. And in thoſe Times 
which are accounted molt Popsſh, it was 
checked by Laws, complained of in Par- 
liament,and thought.an Oppreſſion by,the 
wiſeſt and greateſt Subjects, ſo that the 
moſt Noble Hen. de I.acy Earl of Lincoln, 
in his dying Spzech (to his Son in Law 
Themas Earl of Lancaſter ) ſaid among 
other things, That the Church of England 
heretofore Honourable and Free, was now 
enſlaved by Romiſh Oppreſſions : charging 
him, to ſtand up like a man for the Honow 

tTho. of Wal- of God and the Church, 
ſing. An. 1312p. and the Redemption of 
74+ NW. 20, his Country *, And the 
ſame 


Stat. 16 Ric. 
2d1, Statute Book 


[48-238. 
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fame Author tells us, that it was debated 
in a Council at London An.14.03. Whether 
al.Payments and Ovedience to the Pope ſhould 
net be taken away | ? 1 Tho, Walling: 
\Which ſhews , they .,, 1,08. Ke 
thought it in the power 
of this Nation to take away his A.thority 
here when they pleaſed : And they re- 
tained it, not as being neceſſarily or or1- 
ginally due to him, but only in reſpect of 
his being a Biſhop of an Ancient Apoſtc- 
lical Seat, as 1s evident from thoſe In- 
ſtrutions which King Henry the Fifth 
gave to his Embaſladors, ſent to Pope 
Martin the Fifth, bidding them (if they 
perceived any delay in their affair) to tell 
the Pope, Toat their Maſter the King, if 
he yielded not to his Demands, would uſe his 
own power in theſe Particulars ,for be did not 
apply himſelf to Rome out of neceſſity, but 
far o_ ſake ®, And 


thercfore when this , * 74 Henr. 
wrmiſſive eMuthority eg Page 56, 


grew uneaſie to thoſe. 
who had endured it for ſome time, it was 
rejected much more Legally than ever it 
was introduced, viz. by the Regal Power 
with the adyice ard conſent of the —_— 
an 


xi2 Advice to the Roman 
and Commons in Parliament *. And 
: this 1s to be noted, the 
7 4%. 26 Hen.8, Clergy and Laity of this 
Parliament did hold 
" moſt of the Opinions of the Roman 
Church in other things, and yet conſen- 
ted to the aboliſhing the Pope's U/urped 
Power over England, as believing it tobe 
an unjuſt Encroachment : And Stephen 
Gardiner Biſhop of Wincheſter ( a great 
Perſecutor of the Proteſtants) did then 
make a learned Oration De vera obedien- 
tia, ſhewing that the King was by Right 
and by God's Law the Supream Head of 
this Church of England. 
And now, that I may not only confute 
a falſe Opinion, but eſtabliſh the true, let 
me intreat you impartially to conſider, 
that as it appears the Pope is not De jure 
ſupream Head of this Church of England, 
ſo it isas evident, that the King of Eny- 
land is the Snpream Head of the Churches 
in -his own: Dominions: For indeed all 
Chriſtian Princes are, or ought to be ſoin 
their own Dominions; whence it was 
that Conſtantine the Great did retain the 
Title of Pomtifex. Maximus without - 


Catholicks of England. 113 
bls to his Chriſtianity , ſaith Baronius 2. 
And the higheit Appeals 

inall Controverſies Ec- * Annal. Tm. 3. 
cefiaſtical, even in mat- 4% 312+ 

ters of Faith, were made 

to him, though he uſed the afliſtance and 
Counſel of his Biſhops, for determining 
them. And it is evident that he and his 
Succeſſors (as Cuſanus before confeſſeth) 
did call and Prefide in all General Coun- 
cils, and ratified their Decrees, which 
nere Ho Laws till they were ſtamped. 
nith he Imperial Authority : yea , the 
Imperial Code ſufficiently witnefles, that 
the Emperours made Laws concerut 
Religion, the whole Third book of Fuſts- 
man's Baſelicks being nothing elſe but Im- 
prial Conſtitutions, de Epiſcopi, ( lericts 
& Sacris : They alfo erefted Patriay- 
ates, and gave them ſupream Eccleſiaſts- 
bs arte "oe over ſuch Provinces as 
iley pleaſed, as at 7»ſts RN 
manopolis in __—. * : 4 _— 
and at Ravenna in Italy bo. 417 xe os 
It ſelf P, which had no » rReſelp. Vas 
lependence on Rome till lent-35. Ate 4324 
ttetime of {onſtantimme = | 
Ponatus: And all Eccleſiaſtical affairs 
depended 


4 
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depended on the Emperors, faith Socrates 4, 
ſo that Pope Anaſtaſius 

1 Socrat. Hifi, calls the Emperor eA- 
Proc. ad lth. 5. naſtaſius, The Vicar of 


Epi iſe Far: God by the Divine con- 


Imp. ap. Binium 7, 11474 preſiding over the 
2, par. 1.p. 507% Earth*, An Authority 


like this alſ@ was C&x- 
erciſed by the Weſtern Emperors of the 
French Line, being ſtyled, The Rulers of 
the True Religion, a Title given to Charles 
the Great and to L»dovicus by two ſeve- 

"MS ral Councils which they 
Concal. I. Mo- had called \; and the 


; ana It. Mopun, preſent French Kings do 


An. 847. ap. Bin,r, Claim the Supremacy 0- 
3- þ. I. Sth. 2. ver the French Church 


es, as may be ſeen in 

Bechellus and P. Pithens cited before, Sect. 
. Oneof the French Writers telling us 
it is the Opinion of his Nation,that Le Roy 
aſſiſte de ſon Conſeil deft ate et apres Dieu 
Chief Terrien de PEgliſe de ſon Royaume & 
| ne pas le Pape *, Andit 

_ *Cland, Fauchet may be proved concerſ- 
en les Libertes de jng . other Chriſtian 


_ TR Princes,that they ailow 


not the Pope toimper: 
Is 
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his Decrees on their Kingdoms, nor to 
exercile ally Furiſdiion among them but 
by their ſp2C;al Licence and conſent, and 
mehinite his exerciſing any Power OVErF 
their SubjzCts when they pleaſe: And 
why may not the King of England, being 
a free and abſolute Monarch, be allowed 
a5 great a Priviledge in his own Domt- 
nions? Do you not tell us, that Pope 
Elentherius called King Lucius by the title 
of Vicar of Chriſt ®;, and 

doth not King Edgar | Epiſt. Eleuth. 
all .. : ſelf Chriſts Yi. 4# #- Lucum ﬆ. 
car *, and none taxed *F77, paenc 
this Title then ? Did «4p, 8. Spelm. Tom. 
not the Saxon Kings 1. pag- 143% 
preLde in all National 

Councils, and make Laws for Religion 
by the advice of their own Biſhops, by 
tieir own Authority ? Did they not ereCt 
new Sees for Biſhops, and change them as 
they ſaw fit? Did they not inveſt all 
Biſhops by delivering the Ring and Paſtoral 
Staff x ? And the fame 

power was ſtill exerct- Y Ingulph- hi/2. 
led by K. William the Þ- $02» 
Conqueror, for all things 

both Divine and Humane d:pended on his 
Oraer, 
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Order, faith an Old Hiſtorian *. And 
when the Pope bepan 

* Eadmer. biſf, to encroach upon the 
þ+ 6. King's Supremacy here 
in England, he was 

generally oppoſed as we noted before. 
And in the aforeſaid Parliament of & 
chard the Second, the Nation declared, 
That they woxld not endare that the Crown 
of England ſhould be ſubmitted to the Pops, 
and the Laws and Statute: of this Realmby 


; him defeated and avoided 
» Stat. 16 Ric at bis pleaſure *: for 
26 Ge 5o Bratton our moſt fa 


mous Lawyer afhrms, 

that The Kings of England have 20 Ss 
pream on earth but God : And accordingly 
the Rings and Parliaments of this N# 
tion made Laws in reference to Religion 
as they faw expedient, and among the 
reſt they enacted many Laws in a direct 
oppoſition to the Pope's Spiritual as well 
as Temporal Furiſdittion, declaring there- 
by, that they eſtcemed him no Head of thi 
urch, but an ambitions and dangerow 
Encroacher npou the Rights of the Crown, 


as you will find by peruſal of thoſe ſe- 


veral 
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veral Statutes cited in the Margin >. By 

which Laws long ſince |, 

enated, it is declared |, Star. 35 Ed:3 

to be Treaſox to receive <5. 28 £4. 

or harbour any Agents 3. c. 1, 2. 

or Emiſſaries from Rowe Stat. 28 Ed. 3. 
ainſt the King's Pro- © 3» 

; cnradoren and with- _—_ 2 Hell 

out his ſpecial Licence : Fat. 6 Hen, 4. 

Upon all which Con- «< r. 

—_—_ the Judges : 0 7 Hent. 4+ 
ave declared, that the *** 

Att of Parliament for , F —T 

Reſtoring the Supremacy 

over the Church unto the Crown, was not the 

mtroducing a New Law, but a declaration 

of the Old © , = it was « 

many hundred years hs: 

defore, that King Plemy —_ "OO 

the Second did declare, 

That he would account it high Treaſon in 

any man, that ſhould affirm the Pope's Au- 

thority was abave hu ©. 

And before that, «43. #4Spelm. Concil. 

Jelm was told, That it - T: 2+ Þ+ 58. 

Wa wpoſſible for him to 

ke'p the Faith which he owed to the King, 

aud to pay Obedience to the Pope contrary to 

bis 
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his Royal Pleaſure *. Which (methinks) 
© rex ad An. May fitly admoniſh you 
ſelm. ap Eadme- WH do own the Pope's 
rum pag. 62, Supremacy OVer England, 
and yet glory much in 

your Loyalty to the King; to enquire 
how theſe two can ftand together ? Our 
Saviour ſaith, No man can ſerve two 
Maſters,Matth. vi. 24. however not two 
Supream Lords, neither can there be mo 
higheſt Powers in one Kingdom, nor can 
any Subje&s obey both , fince they will 
ſometimes command. contrary things : 
*Tis true, if the Roman Biſhop would 
profeſs to our King,. as his Predeceſlor 
Leothe Fourth did to Lotharins of France, 
Concerning your Capitulars or Imperial 
Precepts, we through the aſſiſtance of Criſt 
promiſe as much as we are able, to keep and 


. | conſerve the ſame for t 
BY —_— gg 4 ver f, If he would ac: 
Aug. ap. Grat. diſt knowledge himſelf ſub- 
IO. Ge 9s je&t to our King in his 

Dominions, as his Prc- 
deceſſors were to the Emperours of Old; 
if he behaved himſelf toward his Majelly, 
as S. Greoory did to Manritins, who 
Calls tat Emperour, his Lord, and him- 

| lf, 
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ſelf, his Servant ;, declaring, that He 
was ſub;eft to the Emperours Commands, and 
accordingly had done his duty in publiſbing a 
Law (which the Emperour ordered. him to 
promulge ) though for his own part he thought 
it not agreeable to the G | 0 | 
Laws of Gods. If the 1th gray 
preſent Popes claimed xy, 62. 
no more thana Primacy 
of order and precedency among other 
Biſhops, then the caſe might ealily be 
determined : But you know of later times 
the pretences of Rome are much higher, 
for ſhe challenges a Supremacy over all 
Chriſtian Princes,a powey to depoſe them, 
an Authority to abrogate or diſpenſe 
with their Laws, and abſolve their Sub- 
jets from their Allegiance, a Preiledge. 
to be appealed unto as to the laſt and 
higheſt Tribunal on Earth.; ſo:that Cle-: 
ment the Fifth is recorded in the Acts:.of 
the Council of ena to havegaid;. That 
all the Right of Kings dependeq;on'hins; a- 
lone Þ, and r Boniface * ©: A 
the Eighth owned him- -.. *Concil. Vienn, 
ſelf not only [Lord of SE Su. 
France i but of. ll: the. 17:4 \ Jo Man. 
I: * Vit. nif. 87.” | 
World*, for Sogreat was :; | nit 08 
the. 
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the Impudence of this Boniface ( ſaith the 
French Chronologer ) that he preſumedto 


affirm the Kingdom of France was a Fer of 


the Papal e Majeſty *. 

* Tilius Fpiſe, And as to this King. 
Meld. Chronic. de dome, Pope Innocent the 
Rg Fran. #11302. Fourth ſaith, That the 
King of England was his 

Vaſſal and his Slave |, and they eſteem 
England alloa Fee of the 

' Matth. Parif. Papacy, and ſo is Ireland 
ad An, 1253+ roo it ſeems. Where. 
npon the Pope hath 

dared to nominate a King of /reland, and 
hath given away the Kingdom of Eny- 
land tothoſe who attempted to uer 
it; he hath condemned our Laws, Ex- 
communicated and Depoſed onr Princes, 
and abſolved the Subjetts of ZEnplant 
from their Allegiance; upon which both 
formerly, and:in our Times many of your 
Party hive entred imo bloody Conſpira- 
cesand openRebellion : So that now if 
appears, the Pope claims an abfolute Su- 
fr our King and his Realms, 


and how heFati be a good Subject of the 
IngotFaglard,who profeſſes Obedience 

to this Foreign Paincely Prelate, wy 
BE ar 
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hard to be underſtood : if you behkeve 
thisclaim, and own the Pope to be above 
the King, you mult then obey bim, even 
when his Orders contradict thoſe of your 
lawful Sovereign, and ſo you are 'the 
tme's Subjects, not the King's ; nor can 
tis Majeſty have any fheurity of your 
Allegiance , any. longer than it. pleaſes 
the Romam Biſhop, fo that he Reigns over 
jou at the Pope's mercy. I know many 
of yon Engi:ſh (athobeks have ſo Loyal 
a affection for the King, that your 
Church-men are forced to invent many 
pFaulible preftences to perſwade you, that 
the Supremacy, claimed - by the Pope doth 
notentrench upon the King's Supremacy, 
ting you, that you #eed not obey the Pope 
if be. communded you to fight againſt your 
king; wherein they: put a Sitocy wpon 
you, 'for they know'ithe Pope can Excom- 
municate;agnd Myoſe 'bim (oven for a 
vyy frgll-marter, Tay 1 000 1, 
your Canomfts ®,): and ®*'&lqf #n Dev 

a3 40» G« 6s 


then he is no longer your. Tf 
mg ; They) ond IVY 0: 
ucther this Supremacy | 7 © 127 
over Krngs in Temporals xs 70 the” Dos 
ine of your Charcb, but only of jou Fe 
utes, 


9 — ﬀ - ew oe we. 
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ſaites, upon whom they lay all thoſe foul 
Doctrines of Depoſing and murthering 
Kings, Tſo wickedly maintained by divers 
eminent writers of your 
* Mariana, {ib. . Church *. But this is 
aq cat defen a deluſion alſo, for when 
Fidei& lib. contr.” Ol where did the Pope, 
Regem Magi. Brit- Or the Heads of the Rs- 
tt. 1 man Church, condemn 
theſe Opinions, or ſup- 
preſs theſe Seditious Books, nay, on the 
contrary, the Books are approved and the 
Authors preferred at':Rome; even when 
* Anſwer, to Phi- praevehr wr ny 
op? nd::thoſe honeſt'a 
_ Angls,125. loyab ''ſecular | Engliſh 
Pres 'that have: w_—_—_ to wtite.4 
gainil.this uſurped of the Popes over 
Kings in Tempordls:(chough they :hgld 
his Supremacy-lerelin Spirituals) ihave 
been perſecytedidlmoſto 'geath by the 
Roman Biſhop; they have: betn-faſpetk 
d&d,: ant\'Phtir Books 'condemned, and 
their" iperſps'/ſo-odiouſly repreſented 
that no Enyl;ſ» Catholickz durſt harbour 
them ; witneſs the learned <#. Preſto 
ufider..the-name of: Roger Widrington 
Ring Jane's days mAlrbiofction: K 


al 


DV. 
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and Peter Walſh Author of the Letter to 
the Cathokcks, who is at this day a great 
Safferer by the Pope's means, meerly for 
miting, that you of the Roman Church 
ought to be Loyal to the King in all matters of 
Temporal cognizance; a Clearevidence,that 
(whatever your Church may pretend } 
they will not endure that any of you 
Catholicks ſhall hold the King's power 
tobe above the Pope's in any thing; and 
conſequently they will not allow you ta 
be good Subjets, Now to ſum up all 
theſe particulars, how grievous an abule 
vt for a Foreign Prelate, whoſe Prede- 
ceſſors had no Authority here at all, to 
uſurp ſuch a power over you as to impoſe. 
New and inexpedient Articles upon you 2 
Why ſhould you enſlave your ſelves to 
dim that cannot have ſo much as 4 Spirs- 
tual Furiſdiiton here without breaking 
the Canons of the moſt famous General 
Councils? Why may you not take the 
lame liberty to oppole his Decrees, that 
your Anceſtors in all Apes have done ? 
they whom you account good Catholicks 
rexcted his Dotrimes ſometimes, de- 
Iſpiſed his Bulls and Excommunications fre- 
quently, and always ak his ow: 

e 
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ded claimof a Suprimaty over this Na 
tion; 'why ſhould'yon call that*an' Ar 
ticle of Fiuth, and acconnt it the'Princi. 
pal point of Religion, viz. "That Eng- 
-land* oupht to be ſubjel# ro: Rome 3" whith 
even in" thoſe you ' call Carbvlith Times 
was declared to be'no' 185 than ' Treaſop 
'and no other than an'Opinion that di 

deſtroy the Prerogative of the King, the 
Priviledzes and Liberties of this Chnrch, 
the fFetdvm"atid quiet of all Enrlifh Sub- 
jets? They were Romaniſts in other 
Points who condetfitied Appeals ro Rome, 
and maintained, that the Crown of ' Enp- 
land was in no Earthly ſubjeftion, and that 
the King had to Supream but God only ; who 
connted'all the power” which the Popee- 
ver had here, meerly permiſſive, tolerated 
by this Nation' fo long as they pleaſed, 
and ſuch as'might be carded, leſkened, 
hindred or taken away by the Supream 
Authority of this Nation when ever they 
ſay expedient : It wasa King and Parlk 
ament*of your ' Religion in moſt points, 
that reſtored” the King to his juſt Supre- 
»14cy, and took away the precarious or 
uſurped and much abuſed Power of the 
Foman Biſhop here z they thought a Su- 
Premacy 
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premacy in Spirituals,as to this Kingdom, 
was more tban he had any.Right to, but 
he and his Agents expect to be allowed 
toover-rule the Temporal Laws alſo, Me- 
thinks, .if you have the Nableneſs and 
Gallantry.of true Exgl;ſh fprrits, your af- 
ſions for the Rowan Church {hauld not 
rob you of your love to your Native Cour- 
try, nor ſuffer you to endure thoſe pre- 
tences which diſhonour the King, and de- 
ſpoil him of his | Ancient Rights, and en- 
llave this free Opnreh and Nation to one 
that only ſeeks his own ends in claiming 


this SubjefF;or 3. for though the holding 


the Pope's Supremacy doth contribute to 
tie ſupport of his own Grandeur, yet it 
doth not further any: mans Salvation, and 
tis ſo far; from daipg:any good. in thoſe 
Nations: where it.is allowed hon, that it 


might be made-appear; the ſetting up and 


abetting this - Supremacy hath occaſioned 
tie murther. of many, Princes, ſtirred up 
the complaintsof all ſorts of people,and 
led Cr3fendem for. many-Ages, with 


\Maſſacres, Treaſons, War 


ad Bloodſhed ?; which P See the Anſwer 
nas ſo-notorious in the- ;; borop ng 
German Empire, that it 

G 2 came 
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came to be a Proverb, ſaith Guicciardin, 
It is the property of the Church to hate the 
Ceſars : And the miſchief it bath donein i "! 
om 5g (by rifling the Nations wealth I /” 
before the Reformation, and diſturbin 


its Quiet ſince) is ſo well remembr th 
and ſo deeply reſented, by the generality 4 


of the people, that they will never en 
yure that heavy Yoak any more, nor can 

they be perſwaded ſcarce ever to eſteem the 
them Loyal Subjetfs or true to their 
countries Intereſt, who do not renounce 

this unjuſt and.odious Fur:ſaittion, Why 1 
therefore (O my Friends) will you beſo fl '? 
imprudent, to oppoſe the Rzghts and 

Prerogative of your Lawful Sovereign, if 
the Proviledges of that Church wherein 
you were born, the Freedom and Intereit 
of your beloved Country , the deſire df 
your fellow-Subjefts and beſt Friends, 
yea, and your own liberty alſo? Why 
will you oppoſe (l ſay) all theſe, meer 
to ſupport an unjuſt and groundleſs power 
which no Eccleſraftick, ought to have al 


where, much leſs in ſo remote and ſores yy 
a Monarchy ? to ſupport a Power whicaly - - 
is inconſiſtent with the Security of tl ob 


Crown, the Peace of the Kingdom, # 


Catholicks of England. 1927 
the. welfare of Private perſons? 5. Peter 
never bid any to honours his Succeſſor 
the ur yrs but = Opinion _ that 
muſt ſubmit to the King 4s oupream, 

-_ 4% it. 13. and his Counſel ollows 
wo thereupon, viz. that you ſhould Fear 
lit God and Honour the King, Ver. 17. 5S. 
| Paul commands Every Soul to be ſubjett 
tothe higher Powers, Rom. Xxiil. 1. Net- 
ther Bilhops or Apoltles themſelves are 
heir ll **cepted; faith S. Chryſoſtome. And .S. 
Bernard tells Pope Eugenixs , that the: 
Viy Apoſtles were forbid to exerciſe Dominion, 
Luke xxit. 25, 26, and therefore he 

adds, If you wonld have Apoſtolical and 


al Power together, you 
:? If both 4. Finally q Bern. 44 Fu- 
ly crefore, it is unrea- gen. Pap. de conſid. 


ſonable for the Roman #4 2» 
Biſhop to challenge ſuch 
Authority here, and the Laws of God 
and Man forbid it, ſo that | may expcct . 
you ſhall be ſo far from receiving any 
Articles for the ſake of this Authority, . 
that you ſhall not ſcruple to renounce the 
Authority it ſelf, which was ſo ill-gotten . 
at firſt, ſo wretchedly abuſed while it did 
obtain, and ſo legally taken away at lalt ;. 
; G 3 and 
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and in fa,doing you will demonſtrateyour 
ſelves tObe Loyal toyour Xing, Faithful 
to your Commry, Friends to your own , 
Liberty, and men of an 1mn-inflaved Un- i 
cerſtanding. bo 


SECTION VII. Pl 


Advice to the Engliſh Catholicks to I yi 
forſake the Opinions of Rome and || th 
embrace the Religion of the Church | 
of England. . le 


F=O. Contlude, 'as my pity'to ſee you I 
' © ſo miſerably impoſed on, hath mo- 
ved me to endeavonr by theſe plain and Tl 
cogent. Arguments. to reſcue you. from 
that yoke, which neither we nor our Fa- 
thers were able to bear , So my deſire of bel 
your perfeft Freedom, and my-unfeigned 
wiſhes for your Temporal, Spiritual and Co 
Eternal welfare, do prompt me do adviic {tr 
you to comply with the Religron of the 
Church of Enpland, and this Advice isnot I *** 
only grounded upon the foregoing con- 
{iderations, 


ur 


0 
d 
þ 


fderations, byt. may be further preſled 
upon theſe motives : 

1, If you. conſider the excellent me- 
tiod of. our Reformation which, was ſo- 


neceſſary at that time, that for ſome ages 


before, the wiſeſt and beſt men of the 
Reman Church had not only confeſſed 
there was great need of it, but had com- 
plained for want thereof, and preſſed the 
Pope earneſtly. thereunto , witneſs the 
Judiczous Epiltle of Rob. Greſthegd that: 
pious Biſhap-of Lineoln,' to Pope Inpocent 
the Fqurth, yet to be 
oy in our Hiſtorians 7; 4 xo Parts, 
be publick complaint <0"; 535 
of the Engliſh Church. ,1, ow, 3. pas. 2. 
1 the ra or Lyons!; . fel. 229. &c 
the private Writings of | 
Tohn Gerſon, Nich. Clemangu ,' e/Eneas 
= (afterwards Pope) and. many, 0- 
ers: And at leaſt One Hundred Years 
before. Luthers time a Reformation was 
vged. for inthe Paſane, | 
Council *, and that ſo. * copcil.Pifanum 
ſtrongly, that before 4% 1411+ 
the Eletion of a Pope, 
the Cardinals ſolemnly promiſed, Who 
ever of them ſhonld - choſen Pope, that hs 
4 


would 
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would before the diſſolution of that Council 
Reſorm the Catholick, Church as well in the 
Head as the: Members \, 

« C0151, Piſan, And when Alexander 
Seſſe 16. the Fifth was choſen, 
He promiſed to take care 

of a General Reformation, and thas pious and 
Learned Men ſhould be choſen in every Na 
tron to treat With the Car- 

* Et Sefſ. 20. ap. ainals about it * ; But af- 
Binum Tom. 3. p. ter all, neither he nor 
2. þ. $36. his Succeſſors would e- 
| ver Reform cither their 
Doctrines or Practices, being more intent 
upon their private advantage, than the 
General good, and more moved witty 
Cardinal Scombergs Counſel, than by all 
the former complaints; who told ; the 
Pope, That by the Reformation it wouldbe 
confeſſed that the things provided againf, 
were deſervedly reproved by the Lutherans, 
which would be a great abetting to their 
whole Dottrine, itt. Counc. Tremw. . 1.p. 
83. which 1s to reſolve to. Err always, 
rather than to be thought to have once 
erred ; and herein the Roman Church is 
of the ſame humour with thoſe Gentiles 
to whom Arnobius ſpeaks, What you have 
once 
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once done without reaſon, ye defend, leſt you . 
ſhould ſeem formerly to have been ignorant, | 
and you account it _ not to be overcome, 
than to yield toplain and 
confeſſed truth y, Where- ? Arnob. adv... 
fore ſince Rome reſolved &#nte5,-5-p-197. 
not to Reform, England 
(having firſt reſtored her King to his an- 
cient and juſt Supremacy) reſolved to . 
reform it ſelf, without the Popes leave 
or conſent, knowing full well they had 
Authority ſufficient among themſelves 
toorder the affairs of. Religion,. which 
had been Regulated many hundred years. . 
inthis Land by the King and his own . 
Biſhops, without any dependence on the 
Pope at all : Thus the Kings of Fadab re- 
formed their Kingdoms of Old, thus the 
King of Spain with Leander Biſhop of'S ev:l 
reformed that Kingdom from Arianiſm 
without the,Pope *,and | 
thus Ring Egear inten- 
ded to. proceed in the 
Reformation of the Engizſh Church of old ' 
when he told his own Clergy, 1 have Con- 
raeragy -—_ in my Edgar, 4p 
ands,; and you have Pe- + ,: Sap 8 
[ets 272 png «; That is, IIIa Std 
G 5 we. 
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we need no further Anthority or power 

to reform, than what we have within 
our felves: The Rings of this Nation, 
with the advice and conſent of their 
Biſhops, Barons and Commons had been 
always wont to order Eccleſiaſtical affairs 
as they thought meet, not heeding whe- 
ther the Pope were pleaſed or diſpleaſed 
thereatz And accordingly this happy 
Reformation was made by the Supreme 
Power of this Kingdom, upon mature 
deliberation, in a Regular, Orderly, and 
Legal way; and it was managed with fo 
much moderation and prudence , that 
thei Romaniſts of England ' faid little a- 
2ainlſt it, but Communicated with: this 
Church (after the Reformation) till the 
Pope for his own <cnds forbid them ſo to 
do; but I hope his Prohibitton without 
| any juſt reafon, ſhall not outweigh the 
Supreme war ws of your own Nation, 
with youj: who profeſs your ſelves to be 
Loyal SubjeCts,and for the tereſt of Eng- 
land; and ſince there was ſuch need of 
Reſormation, ſuch obſtinacy in Rome, 
ſuch Authority here, and ſo orderly 
proceedings in this Reformation, I think 
all Good Chriſtians. and ſober wn 
cing 
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ting Natives of this Lagd , ought to 
ſubmit unto it. | 

It You will be further perſwaded 
bereunto, by conſidering the Doftrine of 
this Church, which agrees with primitive 
Chriſtianity, in that it obliges you to be- 
leve nbthing as of neceſlity to Salvation, 
but what may be plainly proved out of 
Holy Seripturez and for this reaſon you 
nuſt ſtill. hold the three Creeds'of the 
Apaſtleg,of Nice, and of Saint Arbanafue, 
all which the Church of Erglard intirely 
believes. Aud be only u a Heretick, which - 
follows not this Floly Rifle (ſay the Conſti- 
tutiong of Theogoſun and Gratian) but they . 
are Catbelicks that embrace it : In this 
Church we give as much honour to, and 
obey more Canons of, the firſt Four Ge- 
neral Conncils, than they of Rome do; - 
we approve of that Expoſition of Scrip- 
ture which hath the cont-ut of the Fa- 
thers of the firſt three or tour Centuries, 
yea we hold all that the Church of Reme: 
it ſelf held as nectilary to Salvation for 
rive or Six hyndred Years together ; and 
Lis very remarkable that a Xom-:2iſe may 
turn Proteſtant without! adcling any one 
Article to his Faith, but a Proteitant can- 
IIS not. 


wi A 
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not turn to Rome unleſs he embrace many 
new Articles; for our DoCtrines are pe- 
nerally confeſſed by both fidesto be true, 
but thoſe of the Roman Church are re- 
xcted by our Reformers, as Novel Ad. 
ditions, and ſuch as have no good foun- 
dation in Scripture, nor Genuine Anti- 
quity; And therefore the. Proteſtant 
Doctrines- are the ſurer and ſafer, as'in 
which both ſides agreez For Example, 
We and they both hold there are two 
States after this life, Heaven and Hell, 
but they add a third which is Purgatory, 
and this we deny: We and they both 
ſay, that fins are to be remitted by the 
merits of Chriſts death, bat they add the 
merits of the Saints, and their own ſatif- 
factions with the merit of their own good 
works, which we deny to be Expiatory, 
or fuch as can merit Remiſſion for us! 
We hold there be two Sacraments, Bap- 
tiſm and the Euchariſt, theſe they con- 
fels are the Chief, but add Five more, 
to which we affirm the name of Sactra- 
ments doth not properly belong: We 
ſay that God alone is to be worſhipped, 
they confcis he is chiefly to be worſhip- 
ped ; but then they ſay the Blelſed Virgin 
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Mary, Angels , and Saints are to be 
worthipped alſo, which Additions we 
deny: We ſay Chrcilt is our only Medt-- 
ator and Advocate, they confeſs he is' 
principally ſo, but add, that Saints and ' 
Angels are fo in an inferiour manner, 
which weutterly deny : We ſay Chriſt 
is really preſent in the Sacrament of the - 
Altar, this they conteſs, but add, he is: 
corporally.-there by the Transſubſtanti- 
ation of -the Bread, &c. and this we 
deny : We ſay the Scriptures are the 
Rule of Faith, and they will not abſolute- 
ly deny it, but add their own Traditions, . 
which wereject: Weſay there are XX. 
Books of the Old Teftament Canonical, 
and they confeſs theſe all to: be ſo, but 
they add divers; and call them Canont- 
cal, which we afhrm to -be Apocryphal : 
|-could give more inltances,' but theſe 
may ſuffice to ſhew- that the Proteſtant- 
Dottrineslook moſt like the Ancienteſt,' 
as being received: by both Parties, but 
the Roman Opinionsare Novel Enlarge- 
ments added to the Old Catholick truths, 
ſo that a Proteſtant becoming a -Roma- 
niſt muſt take up many Articles barely: 
upon. the credit of. that Churchi, -and- 
| | begin - 
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begin to believe many things anew, que- 
ſtioned by: the bigger part of Chriſten- 
dom; buta Romanilt turning Proteſtant 
retains all the Old Eſſentials of his former 
Faith; and doth only become a-Primi- 
tive Roman Catholick. 

III. The Drſcipline and Government of 
the Church of England are more agreea- 
ble to Primitive patterns than thoſe of 
the preſent Roman Church are ; OurKing 
hath the ſame Power that the Religious 
Kings of 7udah had, the ſame which the 
great Conſtantine, and the ſucceeding Em- 
perors for many years enjoyed, the ſame 
power which the ancient Kings of this 
Nation exerciſed, .vsz. A Power to con 
vene his Clergy and adviſe with them a- 
bout affairs X* the Church : A power to: 
ratifie that which the Biſhops and Clergy 
agree upon, and give it the force of a 
Law : A power to chuſe fit perſons to 
Govern the Church, a power to Ccortedt 
all Offenders againſt Faith-or Manners, 
be they Clergy, or Lay-men: And final- 
ly, a power to determine all Cauſes and 
Controverkies Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, a- 
mong his own Subjects - (by the adviceot 
fit Covalelors) fo.as there lies no a 
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fom his Determination ; and this 1s that 
we mean when we call him Supreme Go- 
vernow of this Church, which our King 
muſt needs be, orelſe he cannot keep his 
Kingdoms in peace. Belides for Spiri- 
tual Juriſdiction, and facred adminittra- 
tions, we have a Patriarch of our own, 
The Arch-Biſhop of Canterbxry Primate 
of all England, whom Urban the Second 
call'd the Pope of theo- \, 

ther World 4 Zaq his ——— L00 
See was uſually ſtykd, elmo. 

The (bair of the Enghſh =*Eadmer. Caut. 
Patrearch ©, and is P48+ 113- 
reckoned-among the Pa- « RA = 
triarchates by a Fo- ED 
reign Writer 4 And now his Priviledges 
and Liberties are reltored by Law, and 
bis Title and Authority confirmed ; ſo 
that there lies no appeal from him but 
tothe King ; we have alſo Right Reve- 
read Biſhops, together with other Mmfert-' 
our Prieſts and Deacons ( the only Pri- 
mitive and proper orders of the Clergy) 
who can prove their Ordination to be as 


good as any of theRomsſh FI ITY 


Prieſts can do *, and ate 2. ; 
naſterio Anglicans 
now Conſcrated and on 


Ocdained 
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Ordained by a more excellent Form, and 
more agreeing to the cldeſt times, than 
Rome it ſelf can ſhew ; and if you will 
judge impartially, it muſt be confeſſed 
that the Clergy of England are altogether 
as Learned, and generally more painful 
and pious than in any Catholick Coun: 
try whatſoever: Our Canons for Ec- 
Cleſiaſtical Government are all founded 
on the Canons of ancient Councils (as 
I could ſhew by particular induCtion, if 
time would permit) and for the Exerciſe 
of our Diſcipline it is managed with 
more moderatian, and eaſe to the people 
than that of the Roman Church is. 

IV. ' You may conſider our Dzvine 


Service and Sacred Adminiſtrations, which . 
(as far as:ever God made neceſlary to. 


Salvation) may be had in this Church: 


We have the Holy Scriptures plainly 


tranſlated, learnedly interpreted , and 


practically Preached ; We have daily, 
Prayers, by a Form ſo Grave and (o, 
Agreceable to the undoubted parts of an-. 


cient Liturgies, that it may challenge all 


Chriſtendom to produce any thing ſo con-. 


ſonant to the pureſt Primitive Devotions;. 


A'Form which hath all thoſe parts of the. 


Raman 
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Roman Offices which were known and 
uſed in the firſt three Centuries, but 
wants all the Innovations and Corrup- 
tions of the preſent 2aſf; and is uſed in 
Engliſh for the benefit of the meaneſt 
Chriſtian in our aſſemblies : We have 
alſo _— two ra es which Chriſt 
ordained (and many 0 : 
the Elder cn later Do- A libat 
ors own no more. ) Aug. Doftrine 
As for the other five Chriſt. l. 3+ & 9. 


Rites ſalfly called Sa- Paſchaſius de 
Cen. Dom. 


craments, viz. Confir- Beſſarion.de S4- 


mation , Matrimony , . 

Holy Orders, viſiting Bf SENTED 

of the Sick, Repentance and SatisfaQtion 
ſor wrongs done, we retain thefe, but 
not by the name of Sacraments, keeping 
the Primitive and main part of them, 
only attended with fewer Ceremonies : 
We preſs and praCtiſe alſo Charity and 
good works, as much as the Romar 
Church doth, and it may be demonlſtra- 
ted that more and greater gifts have 
been given in England to pious uſes, by 
private perſons ſince the Reformation, 
than'in two Centuries before: And 
though. we dare not ſay we ſhali merit 
Eternal. 
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. Eternal life by, them (becauſe that is the 
gift: of God) yet we -believe none can 
come to» Heaven without good works: 
In a word, the Church: of &xglavd wor- 
ſhips God as he hath preſcribed inHoly 
Scripture, She commands. all that" he 
enjoyns,and forbids all that he prohibits, 
and therefore wanteth nothing that is ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation. 

| V. You may look npon opr;-Ceremo- 
nies. which are: few and eaſie, , ancient 
and fignificant , and though we da not 
place ſo much Religioniin, Externals- as, 
tlie Church of Rome doth, yet here is 
preſcribed all that-is needfyl- for decency! 
and order, viz. That the Clergy al- 
ways wear Graye and diſtinct: babits,, 
and have peculiar Garments in Diviae 
Adminiſtrations, that Churches be ador- 
ned and neat, that the People be Reve- 
rent in Gods, Houſe,. that the memory of 
our Saviour's chief Ats,avd the Feſtivals 


of the Holy Apoſtles be religiouſly ob- 


ſerved ; That Zenr, with the Vigils of 
great Feaſts, fhe Ember weeks,and all the 
Fridays in the Year, be kept as days of 
Faſting or abſtinence, and it fome Pro- 
teſtants. do not obſerve them, yet others 
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do, andare commended for it, and you - 


may follow the beſt, not-the moſt : you 


will have more liberty (by: turning to: 


the Enghiſþ Church) as to Circumſtantt- 
als, and greater helps as to the Eſſentials 
of Religion: So that it is upon all ac- 
counts your wifeſt and ſafeſt' courſe to 
embrace this ſo true, ſo Primitive, fo 
Pious, and fo rational a Religion. Let 
me therefore ſhut up-my- (harrtakle and 


Friendly «Adwce by; Requeſting you tor. 


conlider- all theſe things withaut prejit- 
dice or paſſion, and then I hope you: will 
perceive how much the religion of this 


Church excells that of Reme, in Antiqui- 


ty,[ntegrity, and Uſefulneſs, and no lon- 
ger ſuffer your ſelves to be fo ſadly 1m- 
poſed on, and ſo miſerably made. to- 
ſerve the ends of Avarice and Ambl- 
{.. And if you have taken ſuchpru- 
cent aud pious Reſolutions , you. ſhall 
not only be freed from the inconveni- 
ences you complain. of here, but: alſo 
have better aſſurances of your Salva- 
tion hereafter, than the Remen Church 
can give you ; For there you have 
only the words of their Prieſts for it , 


whoſe intereſt and whoſe MO 1 
ath. 
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hath been to deceive you 3 But here 
you ſhall have all the aſſurances which: 


the word of God can give you, pro- 
vided you. become Reformed in your 


lives as well as in your Religion, and: 


will kave off your old Vices, as well 


- as your old Opinions ; For unleſs we 


can perſwade you to become Proſe- 
Iytes of Righteouſneſs, ' we ſhall not 


much value the gaining you - over to- 
| our Profeſſion ; becauſe we know it is 


neither the being Papiſt' nor Proteſtant 
will fave thofe that: live in- their ſins; 
But this Religion is the better chiefly 
In this, that it is moſt likely to bring 


you to unfeigned Repentance, and the 


practice of real Holineſs. And if you 
deſire farther information in- theſe par- 
ticulars, let me adviſe you-to conſult 
the late Eminent Proteſtant Writers , 
together with ſome of the moſt able 
and ingenuous of the Engliſh Clergy, 
whom: you will find very willing and 
ready. to give you more full ſatisfacti- 
on, and to be men that have no de- 
{1gns upon you, but to direct you in: 
the. beſt way to Heaven : And doubt- 


leſs, if you would but try the difference 
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a while, a little experience would teach — 
| you how happy and advantagious a 
change hemakes, who forſakes the Re- 
ligion of Rome, and embraces the Com- 
munion of the Church of England. 
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